
PORT COLUMBUS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FINAL 

Landrum & Brown Appendix K – Biological Resources 
March 2009  Page K-1 

APPENDIX K 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 
This appendix includes the wetlands and biological resources report prepared for 
this Environmental Impact Statement, as well as a jurisdictional determination from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regarding the wetland and streams identified in 
the Detailed Study Area. 
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CRAA Letter to USACOE, March 28, 2008 
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Federal Aviation 
Administration 

Memorandum 
Date:  July 24, 2008   

From:    Community Planner, Detroit Airports District Office 

To:   CMH EIS File 
 

Prepared by: Katherine S. Jones 

Subject:   Port Columbus International Airport, Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

 US Army Corps of Engineers Comments 

 
 

The FAA called the U.S Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) on July 7, 2008 to remind them of the 
comment deadline of July 11, 2008.  The FAA called a second time on July 21, 2008 to inquire if 
comments had been sent.   

Ms. Susan Fields from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers –Huntington District left a voicemail 
on July 23, 2008 for Ms. Katherine Jones, FAA, regarding the Port Columbus International 
Airport, Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  A summary of her voicemail follows. 

Ms. Fields stated that the Corps reviewed the aquatic resources/wetlands section of the DEIS and 
they have no issues or comments at this time.  They have previously reviewed and verified the 
delineation that was completed for the wetlands in the project area. 

Ms. Fields stated that if the FAA was waiting for their comments, then to proceed as comments 
marked absent because they would not be able to provide comments at this time. 



 
 
Katherine S 
Jones/AGL/FAA 
AGL-DET-ADO,                                                
Detroit, MI               
                                                                        
To: Susan Fields 
Cc:                                                    
09/18/2008 11:06 AM                         
Subject: Port Columbus EIS/Wetland Information                                      
 
 
 
Susan: 
 
Here is the information that we discussed earlier today.  The first page is 
a summary table of the differences between the COE letter from January 7, 
2008 and the Wetland Delineation Report found in Appendix K (Volume 4 of 
the EIS document). 
 
I've also attached the specific pages for each reference in the table. 
 
We are currently in the process of addressing all the agency comments and 
preparing the Final EIS.  If you could get me a corrected letter by Oct 10, 
2008 that would be great.  If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
I really appreciate you reviewing this information and providing us a 
corrected letter. 
 
Thanks, 
Katy 
734-229-2958 
 
 
 
(See attached file: wetland  info.pdf) 



















From: Katherine.S.Jones@faa.gov [mailto:Katherine.S.Jones@faa.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2008 8:55 AM 
To: Susan Fields 
Cc: Dave Wall; Bernie Meleski; Rob Adams 
Subject: CMH - DEIS Wetlands Update 
 
 
Susan: 
 
Thank you for all your help as the FAA has worked to resolve the 
outstanding wetland issues at the Port Columbus International Airport. 
During the review of the DEIS some discrepancies were noted between the 
January 7, 2008 letter from the US Army Corps of Engineers and the DEIS 
Appendix K, Biological Resources. 
 
The COE stated in the January 7, 2008 letter the following determinations 
for the EIS project area: 
 
Jurisdictional Wetlands - 1.81 acres 
Jurisdictional Streams - 8,229 linear feet 
Isolated Wetlands - 8.21 acres 
Isolated Ponds - 2.98 acres 
 
The numbers provided in the January 7, 2008 letter did not match the EIS 
documentation.  Upon further review, the FAA has determined that two of the 
original numbers presented in Appendix K were incorrect. 
 
The isolated ponds determination of 2.98 acres is consistent in both the 
COE letter and EIS documentation. 
 
The Jurisdictional Streams appears to have a transposed number in the COE 
letter.  The correct linear feet for the jurisdictional streams is 8,292 
LF. 
 
Attached is a table that details the discrepancies in the jurisdictional 
and isolated wetland numbers from Appendix K.  As noted in the Table, 
wetlands at CMH were removed from the EIS project area due to projects that 
were permitted during the initial stages or after the field investigation 
was completed for the DEIS.  These projects all have independent utility 
from the EIS projects and the wetland impacts will be accurately captured 
in the cumulative effects section of the EIS. 
 
Please review this documentation and provide an email response back to me 
that the COE has reviewed this information and concurs with the 
corrections.  This is important for the FAA to continue moving the EIS 
forward and allow us to issue a Record of Decision. 
 
If you have any questions, please copy everyone back in your reply.  I will 
be out of the office starting Oct 30 and will not return until Nov 20.  Rob 
Adams is the FAA contractor on this project and I have had multiple 
discussions with him on the wetland comments.  The Airport is also very 
well versed in this.  You should be able to get additional information from 
the group if needed. 
 
I will contact you upon my return to see how your review is going.. 
 
Thanks again for all your help. 



 
Katy 
 
(See attached file: COE Wetlands Table.doc) 
 



 

 

 

 



 
 
Isolated Wetlands – Changes from 2003 JD, including permits issued during EIS on independent projects 
 
2003 
Wetland 
Name 

2003 
Wetland 
Acreage 

2007 
Wetland 
Name 

2007 
Wetland 
Acreage 

Impacted 
Wetlands 

New 
Wetland 
Acreage 

Project 
Associated 
with 
Wetland 
Impact 

12A 0.006 12A 0.0 0.006 0.0 17th Ave 
Parking Lot 

12B 0.003 12B 0.0 0.003 0.0 17th Ave 
Parking Lot 

12C 0.06 12C 0.0 0.06 0.0 17th Ave 
Parking Lot 

12D 0.01 12D 0.0 0.01 0.0 17th Ave 
Parking Lot 

       
Total Isolated Wetlands Removed 0.079 acres  
New Isolated Wetlands at CMH in EIS Project Area 8.13 acres  
       
 



 
Jurisdictional Wetlands – Changes from 2003 JD, including permits issued during EIS on independent projects  
 
2003 
Wetland 
Name 

2003 
Wetland 
Acreage 

2007 
Wetland 
Name 

2007 
Wetland 
Acreage 

Impacted 
Wetlands 

New 
Wetland 
Acreage 

Project 
Associated 
with 
Wetland 
Impact 

13 0.21 13 0.21 0.20 0.017 Unknown 
15a 0.28 14a 0.28 0.08 0.20 Perimeter 

Road 
28C 0.19 15C 0.19 0.036 0.15 Loop Road 
28E 0.17 15E 0.17 0.12 0.05 Loop Road 
33 0.06 16A & 16B 16A = 0.009 

16B = 0.05 
Total = 
0.059 

0.003 0.056 Blue Lot 

35A 0.02 17A 0.02 0.17 0.0 Red Lot 
35D 0.09 17D 0.09 0.092 0.0 Blue Lot 
       
Total Jurisdictional Wetlands Removed 0.701 acres  
New Jurisdictional Wetlands at CMH in EIS Project Area 1.81 acres  
       
 



----- Forwarded by Katherine S Delaney/AGL/FAA on 01/26/2009 09:34 AM ----- 
                                                                            
             "Fields, Susan A                                               
             LRH"                                                           
             <Susan.A.Fields@u                                          To  
             sace.army.mil>            Katherine S Delaney/AGL/FAA@FAA      
                                                                        cc  
             01/23/2009 11:44                                               
             AM                                                    Subject  
                                       RE: CMH - DEIS Wetlands Update       
                                                                            
                                                                            
Hello Katy - 
 
I have looked over your email and attachments and would like to confirm the 
following: 
- You have correctly stated the contents of our January 7, 2008 letter. 
- The isolated pond acreage remains 2.98 acres. 
- Our letter did have transposed numbers in the length of stream.  The 
letter 
stated the length of stream is 8,229 LF.  As indicated in your email, the 
correct length of stream is 8,292 LF. 
 
Regarding the tables attached to your email, we concur with the changes 
described in the isolated wetland table. 
 
We also concur with the acreages described in the jurisdictional wetland 
table for Wetland 15a, 28C, 33, 35A and 35D. 
 
We are providing the following information for clarification of the acreage 
differences for Wetlands 13 and 28E. 
- Wetland 13: Based on the information in our records, I cannot confirm the 
acreage of this wetland was reduced based on an authorized impact.  Rather, 
it appears the delineated boundary was slightly different for the 2003 and 
2007 delineation.  The acreage difference for this wetland appears to be 
associated with the size of the delineated area as opposed to any change of 
wetland site.  (Refer to footnote 5 in the table I sent by email on October 
6, 2008 (attached)) 
- Wetland 28E: Based on the information in our records, I cannot confirm 
the 
acreage of this wetland was reduced by authorized impacts for the Loop Road 
project.  I believe the acreage difference is associated with differences 
in 
how these wetlands were described in the two delineations.  (Refer to 
footnote 6 in the table I sent by email on October 6, 2008 (attached). 
 
Thank you for providing us with this information for review and 
concurrence. 
Please call me if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan A. Fields, Project Manager 
North Regulatory Section 
(304) 399-5210 
susan.a.fields@usace.army.mil 
 



 



1617:  Port Columbus Wetland Delineation Summary Table 
 

Areas Identified in the 2003 
Delineation Report & Addendum 

Report (Area Name and No.) 

2003 Acreage/ 
Linear Ft. 

Areas Identified in the
2007 Delineation 

Report 
(Area Name and No.)

2007  
Acreage/ 

Linear Ft. 
Change Noted 

Wetland 1 0.11 Wetland 1 0.11 No changes made. 

Wetland 2 0.84 Wetland 2 0.84 No changes made. 

Wetland 3 0.06 Wetland 3 0.06 No changes made. 

Wetland 4 0.07 Wetland 4 0.07 No changes made. 

Wetland 5 0.05 Wetland 5 0.05 No changes made. 

Wetland 6 0.03 Wetland 6 0.03 No changes made. 

Wetland 7 0.14 Wetland 7 0.14 No changes made. 

Wetland 8 0.40 Wetland 8 0.39 

Decrease in 0.01 ac.  The 
difference in acreage is 
attributed to rounding of 
the decimal places. 

Wetland 9 0.05 Wetland 9 0.05 No changes made. 

Wetland 10 0.21 Wetland 10 0.21 No changes made. 

Wetland 11A 0.019 Wetland 11A 0.019 No changes made. 

Wetland 11B 0.08 Wetland 11B 0.08 No changes made. 

Wetland 11C 0.23 Wetland 11C 0.23 No changes made. 

Wetland 11D 0.479 Wetland 11D 0.479 No changes made. 

Wetland 11E 0.01 Wetland 11E 0.01 No changes made. 

Wetland 11F 1.19 Wetland 11F 1.19 No changes made. 

Wetland 11G 0.02 Wetland 11G 0.02 No changes made. 

Wetland 11H 3.06 Wetland 11H 3.06 No changes made. 

Wetland 11I 0.33 Wetland 11I 0.33 No changes made. 

Wetland 11J1 (0.08) 0.10 Wetland 11J 0.10 No changes made. 

Wetland 11K 0.05 Wetland 11K 0.05 No changes made. 

Wetland 11L 0.002 Wetland 11L 0.002 No changes made. 

Wetland 11M 0.46 Wetland 11M 0.46 No changes made. 

Wetland 11N 0.01 Wetland 11N 0.01 No changes made. 

Wetland 11O 0.003 Wetland 11O 0.003 No changes made. 

Wetland 11P 0.01 Wetland 11P 0.01 No changes made. 

Wetland 11Q 0.003 Wetland 11Q 0.003 No changes made. 

Wetland 11R 0.009 Wetland 11R 0.009 No changes made. 

Wetland 11S 0.001 Wetland 11S 0.001 No changes made. 

Wetland 11T 0.003 Wetland 11T 0.003 No changes made. 

Wetland 11U 0.004 Wetland 11U 0.004 No changes made. 

Wetland 11V 0.008 Wetland 11V 0.008 No changes made. 

Wetland 11W 0.02 Wetland 11W 0.02 No changes made. 

                                                 
1 Wetland originally delineated as 0.08 ac in the March 25, 2003 Wetland Delineation Report.  Wetland re-
delineated at request of Corps.  The area increased 0.02 ac as reported in the June 30, 2003 addendum report.  Final 
acreage for Wetland 11J is 0.10. 



1617:  Port Columbus Wetland Delineation Summary Table 
 

Areas Identified in the 2003 
Delineation Report & Addendum 

Report (Area Name and No.) 

2003 Acreage/ 
Linear Ft. 

Areas Identified in the
2007 Delineation 

Report 
(Area Name and No.)

2007  
Acreage/ 

Linear Ft. 
Change Noted 

Wetland 11X 0.05 Wetland 11X 0.05 No changes made. 

Wetland 11Y 0.007 Wetland 11Y 0.007 No changes made. 

Wetland 11Z2 0.02 Wetland 11Z 0.02 No changes made. 

Wetland 12A 0.006 Wetland 12A 0.006 No changes made. 

Wetland 12B 0.003 Wetland 12B 0.003 No changes made. 

Wetland 12C3 0.06 Wetland 12C 0.06 No changes made. 

Wetland 12D4 0.01 Wetland 12D 0.01 No changes made. 

Area 135 0.21 Wetland 13 0.21 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 14    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 15A 0.28 Wetland 14a 0.28 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 15B 0.17 
This section has been 
culverted and is now 
destroyed. 

0.00 
This section has been 
culverted and is now 
destroyed. 

Wetland 15C 0.14 Wetland 14b 0.14 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 16A    Out of new project area. 

Area 16B–G    Out of new project area. 

Area 17A    Out of new project area. 

Area 17B    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 17C    Out of new project area. 

                                                 
2 Wetland 11Z was not addressed in the original March 25, 2003 Wetland Delineation Report.  The wetland was 
delineated at the request of Corps and reported in the June 30, 2003 addendum report.  Acreage for Wetland 11Z is 
reported as 0.02 in the June 30, 2003 addendum report.  As a result, there is a difference of 0.02 acres between Table 
4 of the 2003 report and Table 2 of the 2007 report.  Table 4 addresses areas 11A-Y (6.17 acres) and the 2007 report 
addresses areas 11A-Z (6.19 acres).  The addition of Wetland 11Z in the 2003 addendum report and the 2007 report 
accounts for the difference of 0.02 acres reported in the tables. 
3 The wrong acreage was reported for Wetland 12C in the 2007 wetland delineation report.  Wetland 12C is now 
located on the border of the project area due to the reconfiguration of the 2003 project area boundary.  The shift in 
project area boundary was not taken into account when the acreages were reported in the 2007 report.  As a result, 
the wrong acreage was reported in 2007.  The correct acreage for Wetland 12C should be 0.009. 
4 Wetland acreages were reported collectively for Wetland areas 12A-D in the 2003 wetland delineation report.  
There is a difference of 0.001 acres for Wetland areas 12A-D between Table 4 (0.08 acres) of the 2003 report and 
Table 2 (0.079 acres) of the 2007 report.  The difference in 0.001 acres is attributed to the rounding of numbers. 
The wrong acreage was reported for Wetland 12D in the 2007 wetland delineation report.  Wetland 12D is now 
located on the border of the project area due to the reconfiguration of the 2003 project area boundary.  The shift in 
project area boundary was not taken into account when the acreages were reported in the 2007 report.  As a result, 
the wrong acreage was reported in 2007.  The correct acreage for Wetland 12D should be 0.002. 
5 The wrong acreage was reported for Wetland 13 in the 2007 wetland delineation report.  Wetland 13 is now 
located on the border of the project area due to the reconfiguration of the 2003 project area boundary.  The shift in 
project area boundary was not taken into account when the acreages were reported in the 2007 report.  As a result, 
the wrong acreage was reported in 2007.  The correct acreage for Wetland 13 should be 0.017. 
 



1617:  Port Columbus Wetland Delineation Summary Table 
 

Areas Identified in the 2003 
Delineation Report & Addendum 

Report (Area Name and No.) 

2003 Acreage/ 
Linear Ft. 

Areas Identified in the
2007 Delineation 

Report 
(Area Name and No.)

2007  
Acreage/ 

Linear Ft. 
Change Noted 

Wetland 18    

Out of new project area. 
Wetland acreage changed 
from 0.02 acres in the 
original delineation to 0.05 
acres in the 2003 addendum 
report. 

Area 19    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 20    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 21A    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 21B    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 21C    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 22    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 23    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 24    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 24B    

Out of new project area. 
This area was not reported 
in original delineation. Area 
was addressed in the 2003 
addendum report. 

Wetland 25    Out of new project area. 
Wetland 26A    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 26B    

Out of new project area.  
This area was not reported 
in original delineation. Area 
was addressed in the 2003 
addendum report. 

Wetland 27A    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 27B    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 28A 0.17 Wetland 15 A 0.17 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 28B 0.38 Wetland 15 B 0.38 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 28C 0.19 Wetland 15 C 0.19 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 28D 0.14 Wetland 15 D 0.14 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 28E6 0.17 Wetland 15 E 0.17 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

                                                 
6 Wetland acreages were reported collectively for Wetland areas 28A-E in the 2003 wetland delineation report.  The 
name of these areas changed to Wetlands 15A-E in the 2007 report.  There is a difference of 0.01 acres for these 
wetland areas in Table 4 (1.04 acres) of the 2003 report and Table 2 (1.05 acres) of the 2007 report.  The difference 
in 0.001 acres is attributed to the rounding of numbers.   
The wrong acreage was reported for Wetland 15E in the 2007 wetland delineation report.  Wetland 15E is now 
located on the border of the project area due to the reconfiguration of the 2003 project area boundary.  The shift in 
project area boundary was not taken into account when the acreages were reported in the 2007 report.  As a result, 
the wrong acreage was reported in 2007.  The correct acreage for Wetland 15E should be 0.05. 



1617:  Port Columbus Wetland Delineation Summary Table 
 

Areas Identified in the 2003 
Delineation Report & Addendum 

Report (Area Name and No.) 

2003 Acreage/ 
Linear Ft. 

Areas Identified in the
2007 Delineation 

Report 
(Area Name and No.)

2007  
Acreage/ 

Linear Ft. 
Change Noted 

Area 28F    Out of new project area. 

Area 28G    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 29    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 30A    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 30B    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 30C    Out of new project area. 

Area 31A    Out of new project area. 

Area 31B    Out of new project area. 

Area 31C    Out of new project area. 

Area 31D     Out of new project area. 

Area 31E    Out of new project area. 

Area 32 6,960 linear ft Stream 1 7,287 linear ft

Name change and 
difference of 327 linear ft.  
The difference in linear 
footage is attributed to the 
change in project area. 

Wetland 32A    Out of new project area. 

Wetland 33 0.06 Wetland 16 A & B 

16A=0.009 
16B=0.05 
 
Total=0.059 
 

Name change. This area 
was one continuous area in 
the 2003 report.  A culvert 
has since been installed 
breaking the area into two 
parts (A&B).  There is a 
difference of 0.001 ac. 
from the culverting 
activities. 

Area 34 480 linear ft Stream 2 413 linear ft 

Name change and 
difference of 67 linear ft.   
The difference in linear 
footage is attributed to the 
change in project area. 

Wetland 35A 0.02 Wetland 17A 0.02 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 35B 0.18 Wetland 17B 0.17 

Name change and decrease 
in 0.01 ac.  The difference 
in acreage is attributed to 
rounding of the decimal 
places. 

Wetland 35C 0.02 Wetland 17C 0.03 

Name change and increase 
in 0.01 ac.  The difference 
in acreage is attributed to 
rounding of the decimal 
places. 

Wetland 35D 0.09 Wetland 17D 0.09 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 35E 0.03 Wetland 17E 0.03 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 



1617:  Port Columbus Wetland Delineation Summary Table 
 

Areas Identified in the 2003 
Delineation Report & Addendum 

Report (Area Name and No.) 

2003 Acreage/ 
Linear Ft. 

Areas Identified in the
2007 Delineation 

Report 
(Area Name and No.)

2007  
Acreage/ 

Linear Ft. 
Change Noted 

Wetland 35F 0.08 Wetland 17F 0.08 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 35G 0.03 Wetland 17G 0.03 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 35H 0.02 Wetland 17H 0.02 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 35I7 0.13 Wetland 17I 0.13 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Area 36 590 linear ft Stream 3 592 linear ft 

Name change, difference 
in 2 linear ft.  The 
difference in linear footage 
is attributed to differences 
in measuring. 

Wetland 37 0.01 Wetland 18 0.01 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Area 38A 1.13 Pond 1 1.13 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Area 38B 1.40 Pond 2 1.40 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Area 38C 0.45 Pond 3 0.45 
Name change, but same 
acreage. 

Wetland 39    

Out of new project area. 
This area was not reported 
in original 2003 delineation. 
Area was addressed in the 
2003 addendum report. 

 

                                                 
7 Wetland acreages were reported collectively for Wetland areas 35A-I in the 2003 wetland delineation report.  The 
name of these areas changed to Wetlands 17A-I in the 2007 report.  There is a difference of 0.01 acres for these 
wetland areas in Table 4 (0.61 acres) of the 2003 report and Table 2 (0.60 acres) of the 2007 report.  The difference 
in 0.01 acres is attributed to the rounding of numbers. 




