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APPENDIX R 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIS 

 
Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) were accepted 
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) from May 9, 2008 through June 27, 
2008, a period of 50 days from the publication of the Federal Register Notice of 
Availability of the Draft EIS.  During that period, a total of 86 written and oral 
comments were received.  They included emails, letters, and oral testimony 
provided at the June 11, 2008 and June 12, 2008 public workshops and public 
hearings.  Comments were received on the Draft EIS from Federal, State, and local 
agencies as well as the public.  The FAA has reviewed and prepared responses to all 
substantive comments received on the Draft EIS.  All comments and responses 
received during the official comment period are provided in this appendix 
 

* * * * 

All comments received on the Draft EIS are included in the FAA’s Administrative 
Record.  No significant or substantial issues were identified in any of the comments 
received on the Draft EIS.  Table R-1 provides responses to the comments 
received on the Draft EIS from Federal, State, and local agencies.  Table R-2 
provides responses to the comments received on the Draft EIS from the public.   
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To 9-AGL-600-CMHEIS/AGUFM@FM

cc Katherine S Jones/AGUFM@FM
bcc

Subject 08-0138; DEISfor Replacement of Runway 10R/28L
. "Mitch,Brian"

<Brian.Mitch@dnr.state.oh.us
>

ODNR COMMENTS TO Ms. Katherine S. Jones, FAA Detroit Airports District Office, 11677 South Wayne
Road, Suite 107, Romulus, Michigan 48174.

Location: The project is located at the Port Columbus International Airport in the City of Columbus, Franklin
County, Ohio.
Project: The project involves the replacement of Runway 1OR/28L,Development ofa New Passenger Terminal, and
other associated projects at the Port Columbus International Airport.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above referenced project. These
comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the Department. These comments have been
prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 V.S.C. 661 et
seq.), the National Environmental Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other
applicable laws and regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR's experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or federal agency nor
relieve the applicant ofthe obligation to comply with any local, state or federal laws or regulations.

Rare and Endangered Species: The ODNR, Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, Natural Heritage Database
contains records of rare species near the proposed project. The map included with this message displays the
locations of these records and corresponds with the attached list

There are no state nature preserves, state parks, wildlife areas, or scenic rivers in the vicinity of the site. However,
the site is near the Gahanna Woods Park. The city of Gahanna should be contacted regarding possible impacts to the
park. They can be reached at (614) 642-4250.

Our inventory program has not completely surveyed Ohio and relies on information supplied by many individuals
and organizations. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that rare species or unique
features are absent from that area. Although we inventory all types of plant communities, we only maintain records
on the highest quality areas.

Fish and Wildlife: The ODNR, Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.

In addition to the species listed in section 4.4.4 of the DEIS, the project is also within the range of the following
listed species:

The project is within the range of the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus ), a state and federally threatened
species. The location of bald eagle activity frequently changes. Therefore, closer to the actual date of construction,
the applicant must obtain an updated status of bald eagle activity in the area. To obtain any changes in status,
contact Mark Shieldcastle at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife, Crane Creek Wildlife
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Resear9h Station, for current infonnation on the presence of bald eagles in the area. He can be reached at (419)
898-09pO. If a nest is located within Y2mile ofthe project site, coordination with the DOW is required.

The project is also within the range of the snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra ), a state endangered mussel, and the
elephant-ear (Emptio crassidens crassidens), a state endangered mussel. Since there is no history of mussels in the
vicinity of the project area, this project is not likely to have an impact on these species.

The project is within the range of the northern brook lamprey (Ichthyomyzonfossor ), a state endangered fish, and the
blacknose shiner (Notropis heterolepis ), a state endangered fish. Due to the mobility of these species the project is
not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the golden-winged warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera), a state endangered bird. Due
to the location of the project and type of work proposed, the DOW believes the project is not likely to impact this
species.

The Natural Heritage Database also shows records near the project area for the spotted darter (Etheostoma
maculatum ), a state endangered fish species, the four-toed salamander (Hemidacty/ium scutatum ), a state species of
concern, and the smooth green snake (Liochlorophis verna/is ) a state species of concern. Due to the location of
these records, the age of these records, and the status of most of these species, the DOW believes the project is not
likely to impact these species.

The DOW recommends an alternative be used that will have the least impact on unique habitat such as streams,
wetlands, and woodlots. We recommend sufficient mitigation is provided for stream and wetland impacts that occur
as a result of this project. If stream impacts are proposed, the DOW recommends no in-water work ITomApril 15 to
June 30 to reduce impacts to aquatic species and their habitat.

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Brian Mitch at (614) 265-6378 if you
have questions about these comments or need additional infonnation.

Brian Mitch, Environmental Review Manager
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Services Section
2045 Morse Road, Building C-4
Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693
Office: (614) 265-6378
FAX: (614) 267-4764
brian.mitch@dnr.state.oh.us

~ ~
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E=Endangered
FE=Federally Endangered

FT=Federally Threatened
P=Potentially Threatened

SC=Special Concern
SI=Speciallnterest

T=Threatened

Page 1 of 1

08-0138

Scientific Name Common Name State Status Federal Status Last Observed

Beech-sugar maple forest 1988-08

Beech-sugar maple forest 1988-08

Breeding Amphibian Site 2003

Carex decomposita Cypress-knee Sedge E 2006-06-06

Etheostoma maculatum Spotted Darter E 1961-05

Hemidactylium scutatum Four-toed Salamander SC 1964-03-25

Liochlorophis vernalis Smooth Green Snake SC 1986-06-23
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IUS TORY"

July 11, 2008

Ms. Katherine S. Jones
FM Detroit Airports District Office
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107
Romulus, MI 48174

Re: Review of an Archae,ological Report and the Stelzer Cemetery Documentation
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Port Columbus International Airport
Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio

Dear Ms. Jones,

This is in response to correspondence from your office dated May 2,2008 (received May 5)
transmitting draft EIS documentation including the archaeologice11report titled "Phase I
Archaeological Survey of Three Areas for the Section 106 Evaluation and the Environmental
Impact Statement for Improvements to Port Columbus International Airport, City of Columbus,
Mifflin Township, Franklin County, Ohio" by Kevin Schwarz, April 4, 2008 (Attachment 4 to your
correspondence), and information documentation titled "Report of the Stelzer Cemetery
Relocation and Delineation, Pursuant to the Section 106 Evaluation and the Environmental
Impact Statement for Improvements to Port Columbus International Airport, City of Columbus,
Mifflin Township, Franklin County, Ohio" by Kevin Schwarz, April 4, 2008 (Attachment 5 to your
correspondence). The comments ofthe Ohio Historic Preservation Office (OHPO) are
submitted in accordance with provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as
amended (16 U.S.C. 470 [36 CFR 800]), the Federal Aviation Administration serves as the
federal agency.

The correspondence provides original copies of the documentation. The archaeological report
documents an intensive archaeological survey of selected areas within the project area. These
areas were selected through previous consultation. The scope of the archaeological worK and
the research design were previously approved by the OHPO. The survey included background
review, pedestrian walk-over, and shovel testing. The results of the archaeological survey
include the identification of four sites: 33-FR-2702, 33-FR-2703, 33~FR-2704,and 33-FR-2705.
All four sites produced limited assemblages.

When we approved the scope of the archaeological work (in May 2007) we specifically noted
that we were agreeing to limited testing in the golf course area. We agreed to limited testing
because the golf course is an active recreational facility and because at this time it seems likely
that airport improvements will involve limited construction work in this area. The archaeological
testing in the golf course demonstrated the presence of prehistoric archaeological deposits in
this area, especially in locations where the construction of the golf course involved more filling
than cutting. We agree that no additional archaeological investigations are necessary in the

OHIO IIISTOJUCAL SOCIETY

OhIo Hi$tf1ric Preservation Office

56/ East Hl,ldsClnStreet, Columbu~. Ohio 13211-1030 p~; 611,.298.2000 f~: 614,298.2037
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July 11, 2008 (Port Columbus Archaeology)
Page 2

two places where limited archaeological testing was conducted (archaeological sites 33-FR-
2704 and 33-FR-2705). Depending on the extent and location of construction, if substantial
construction is required for the airport improvement project in the golf course where contours
indicate the presence of fill, then further consultation with this office is recommended.

The Stelzer Cemetery Documentation integrates archival research, interviews, geophysical
testing, and archaeological investigations. The research documents the presence of a
cemetery and provides a good deal of information on the cemetery (archaeological site 33.FR-
2711). The location of this cemetery is of peculiar interest and adds a poignant footnote to the
history of this area. We note that the Federal Aviation Administration is not presenting findings
for this property at this time. The documentation recommends further consultation. We agree.

Any questions concerning this matter should be addressed to David Snyder at (614) 298-2000,
between the hours of 8 am. to 5 pm. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

D~~
David Snyder, Ph.D., RPA, Archaeology Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

DMS/ds (OHPOSerial Number 1019442. Project Number 2006-FRA-279)
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July 14, 2008

Katharine Jones
FAA Detroit ADO

11677 South Wayne Rd., Suite 107
Romulus, MI

Dear Ms. Jones;

RE: Reviewof HistoricSurveysfor Inlprovementsto PortColumbusInternationalAirport,
Columbus,FranklinCounty,OR

This letter offers comments regarding the reports titled "Historic Property Survey of the Direct
Effects APE for the Section 106Evaluation and the EIS for Improvements to Port Columbus
International Airport" and "Historic Property Survey of the Indirect Effects APE for the Section
106Evaluation and the EIS for Improvements to Port Colwnbus International Airport", received
May 5, 2008. We also offer limited comments regarding the "Assessment of Effects Report to Air
Force Plant 85 for the Section 106 Evaluation and the EIS for Improvements to Port Columbus
International Airport".

The historic context infonnation provided in these reports was sufficient to support the eligibility
evaluations for the aboveground properties studied in the project's APE. At this point, no
additional information is requested in support of the majority of the properties surveyed.

The exception to that statement is the buildings included within the campus of Ohio Dominican
University. We concur with the recommendations that Erskine Ran (FRA-2069-14) and Wehrle
Hall (FRA-2068-14) are individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion C. However, the report shows that the project's APE bisects the campus. Unfortunately,
no photographs or analysis was provided to support the assertion that there is no historic district
associated with this campus. We request additional infonnation that better documents the
buildings located within the project APE and adjacent to it, so that we can better evaluate this
broad dctcnnination. An Ohio Historic Inventory form for Sansbury Hall should be included
with this additional information.

For properties surveyed within the "Indirect APE" survey, we concur with the positive cligibHity
determinations for 1891 Sunbury (FRA-2052-14) and Shepard School (FRA-2054-14). We
request that Ohio Historic Inventory fonus and more detailed eligibility evaluations should be
prepared for the properties shown i1:1photo 4, photo 5 and photo 6. We agree that no additional
informa.tionneed be submitted for the properties shown in photos 1-3 and photos 7-136; we agree
that they do not appear to be eligible for the National Register.

For properties surveyed within the "Direct APE" survey area, we concur with the positive
eligibility determination for the TAT Hangar (FRA-9675-12). We request additional photos and
analysis in support of the negative eligibility determination for the Nationwide Hangar, since it

OHIO HISTOll.lCAL SOCJETY

Ohio HistDric Preservation Office

567 EastHudsonStreet.Columbus,Ohio43211-1030 ph: 614.2911.2000fx: 614.2911.2037
www.ohiohistory.org
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Katharine Jones
July 14,2008

appears to date to the same early airport development period as the TAT Hangar. The supporting
materials do not provide sufficient information to clearly show the diminished integrity described
in the survey's analysis.

We also agree that properties associated with the former Plant 85 that date to the post Worid War
n period may be considered as non-contributing resources to the eligible historic district
identified as Plant 85, unless they have exceptional individual significance. Therefore, we agree
that the properties identified in the "Direct APE" survey as AL003, AL006, AL009, ALOIO,
ALOII, ALOI2, AL016 and AL017 are not eligible in association ,vith the previously identified
historic district. The properties identified in the survey as AL004, AL005, AL007, AL008,
AL013, AL014 and ALOI5 are still considered to be contributing resources to the eligible historic
district.

At this time, multiple alternatives exist for the proposed project, as described in the "Assessment
of Effects" report. We generally agree that the demolition of contributing properties within the
eligible historic district at Plant 85 would likely be considered an adverse effect. However, the
project is not sufficiently advanced for us to be able to coneur with any specific effects
detennination for the project at this time, either direct effects at Plant 85 or indirect effects
elsewhere.

We appreciate your consideration of historic properties as part oftbis project's development. We
request that any comments provided by consulting parties or members of the public regarding
historic properties or potential effects be provided to our office. We also ask that a table bc
prepared and submitted to OHPO that lists the previously surveyed properties found to be
demolished dUlingfield surveys. This information wm be added to the Ohio Historic Inventory
in order to support future pJanning efforts in this area.

If you have any questions about this letter or the Section 106process relative to this project,
please contact me at (614)-298-2000 or ladkins@ohiohistoJ"'{.oJ'g.

Sincerely,

O\~
Lisa Adkins, Architecture Reviews Mgr.
Resource Protection and Review

Serno: 1019442
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 5

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590

JUl 11 2008

REPLV TO THE' ATTENTION OF

E-19J

Ms. Katherine S. Jones
Federal Aviation Administration, DetTOitAirports District Offiec
11677 South Wayne Road
Suite 107
Romulus, Michigan 48174

Re: Comments on the Port Columbus Internationa.l Airport Draft Environmentallmpact
Statement (DEIS), City of Columbus. Ohio, EIS No. 20080181

Dear Ms. Jones:

In accordance with our responsib.ilities under the National Environmental Policy Aet (NEPA)
and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) Region 5 has reviewed the Port Columbus Intcrnational Airport Draft
Environmcntal Impact Statement (OEIS).

The proposed: project is to reconstruct Runway 1OR/28L in a way that preserves the airport's
current and futu.re flexibility to accommodate capacity needs both on the airfield and in tbe
terminal and landside areas. Key objectives arc: (1) provide long-term airfield capacity and
delay reduction during peak operating periods, (2) provide sufficient lennina! capacity to
accommodate projected passenger growth. (3) provide sufficient ancilJary facilities to
support the projected increase in air transportation demand, a.nd (4) enhance the human
environment by reducing noise impa.cts on the SUIToundcommunities.

FAA evaluated off-sitc and on-site alternatives to address the problems st.ated in the project's
purpose and need. We concur with the alternatives analysis process that was used by FAA to
reaeh the alternatives to be environmcnta.lJy assessed in the DElS. Those alternatives are:

. Alternative A: No Action (No Runway Development, No Terminal DeveJopment). Alternative C2: Rclocate Runway 1OR/28L to the suuth by 800 feet. Alternative C3: Relocat.e Runway 1OR/28L to the south by 702 feet

Both build alternatives would include the development of new terminal facilitics in the
midfield area. with aircraft access from the south airfield. Concurrent with the runway and
terminal development alternatives, several procedural aJlernatives wer.e evaluated inlhc
DEIS for their ability to reduce noise exposure around the Port Columbus International
Airport. Each of the build alternatives includes two options for operational procedures to

RecyclcdJRecyclllble .Prinlf!d witto VP.gol;}N~ Oil e..'Sf.d InkG :;n 100% 1'Ip.c:yclod F'(\per (50% PusICOn~ulTlc")
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reduce noise exposure (Noise Abatemcnt Scenario A and. Noise Abatement Scenario B).
FAA did not identify a prefeITCdaJtemative in the DETS.

U.S. EPA began working with FAA on the Port Columbus International Airport prqjcct in
June 2006 when FAA hosted an initial scoping meeting to summarize the project and
resource areas that required analysis. U.S. EPA participated in extensive scoping discussions
focusing on the analysis required for air quality starting in July 2006. Through FAA's
coordination efforts since 2006, the project proponents sought input from U.S. EPA and other
resource and permitting agencies regarding the project's purpose and need and alternatives
analysi.s. U.S. EPA did not have any comment on these pans of the analysis. The DEIS
includes the analysis that wa~ discussed via interagency eoordjnation meetings. Therefore.
we hav.e no concerns regarding how resource impacts were analyzed. However. we have
some remaining comments regarding air quality, energy efficiency and sustainability. and
noise that should be considered while developing the Final Environmental Impact Statement.

EP A has comments 00 Particulate Matter-2.5 microns or less (pM2.5) and mitigation
measures that could help minimize PM2.5 emissions. The project area is 3n existing non-
attainment area for PM2.5. Increases of PM2.5 are problematic. even if they are below de
minimus levels, because they add to the cumulative emissions in the airshed. A more
restrictive 24-hour standard for PM2.5 wjJi be in placc about the same time as the project is
implemented. if a build altemative is selecred. We recommcnd the development and
implementation of a comprehensive mitigation plan that includes specific air mitigation
measures, such as. a comprehensive diesel emissions reduction program for constn1ction and
operation and measures to address hazardous air pollutants emissions from aircraft taxiing
and idling. OUf detailed comments on air quality and potential m.itigation arc enclosed.

We undcrstand that the Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA). which manages the
three airports in Columbus, including Port Columbus International Airport. already has a
proactive environmental program that includes clements such as a municipal waste recycling
program, aJtemative fuel programs for air quality and energy efficiency, and the'
implementation of an Environmcntal Management System. Th.is project is a unique
opportunity to implement green airport design, construction. operation, and maintenance
clements. Such elements might include gate electrification. green roofs. use of recycled-
content materials, and other stistainability measures. We encourage the project sponsors to
consider thjs project in .light of those programs and inc.lude relevant jnformationabout those
programs in the Final Environmental Impact Statement.

Based on our review of the infonnation provided in the DEIS and the comments we have
provided on air quality. we have rated the DEIS as EC-2. The "EC" means that we have
environmcntal concerns with respect to the proposed action. and the 'OZ"indicates that
additional information needs to be provided in the Final EnvirolUDental Impact Statement
(f."'EIS)to aUevjate these environmental concerns. Our rating appHes to each of the build
alternatives presented in the DEIS. We have enclosed a sununary of U.S. EP A's rating
system under NEP A.

2
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the DEIS for this project. We are willing to
meet a,nd discuss our concerns with you. If you have any questions. please contact me at
(312) 886-2910. The staff person as&igncd to this project is Sherry Kamke; shc can be
reached at (312) 353-5794 or via email at kamkc.shecry@cpa.gov.

Sincerely yours,

/~../ ~~
~~'~

","

Kenneth A. Westlake, Supervisor
NEPA Implementation
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

EncloSllTeS(2)
(1) Detailed Conunenls on the Port Columbus International Airport DEIS
(2) U.S. EPA's Summary of NEPA Rating Definitions and Follow-up Actions

3
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DetaUed Comments on the Port Columbus International Airport
Draft EnYironmentallmpact Statement (DEIS) Columbus, Ohio

Air Quality

Criteria PolluLants
FAA providCddocumentation of expectcd emissions for criteria pollutants. The
documentation shows that the project buiJd alternatives increase the amount of criteria
pollutants emitted when compared to the No AcLionaJtemative. The increase is far below the
de minimus threshold. Therefore, general conformity requirements beyond the de minimus
demonstration do not apply.

Particulate MatteT-2.5 microns or less (PM2.5)

The project area js currently a non-attainment area forPM2.5. As indicated above, the
increase in PM2.5 expected from project implemcntation does not meet or exceed the de
minimus threshold. Therefore, additional general conform.ityevaluations are not needed.
However, the data in the DEIS shows an increase in PM2.5 emis!\iollsfTom53.28 tons/year
of PM2.5 (existing 2006 conditions) to about 69 tons/year of PM2.5 in 201.2regardless of the
build alternative implemented. A large part of the PM2.5 emissions is attributabJe to aircraft
emissions. Increases of PM2.5 are problematic, even if they are below deminirous, because
they add to the cumulative emissions in the airshed. AdditioIlul1y,during the construction
timeframe for this project (2009 ~2011), a new PM2.5 standard will be effective. The
Columbus area wiJ1once again be asses~edfor attainment status with respect to the new,
more restrictive 24-hour standard. Exposure to diesel exhaust by construction workers and
those nearby a construction site ean have serioliShealth implications. We believe this project
is a significant construction project because of the size and duration of the project, its
proximity to residential a.reas,the use of diesel equjpment during construction, and the
existing problems with PM2.5 in the area. For these reasons, we recommend that FAA and
the project proponents evaluate and con!;iderimplementing any mitigation measures that
would reduce PM2.5 emissions from operations at the airport, as well as from CODstnJction
activities.

Mitigation
The project at the Port Columbus Tntemational Airport is an opportunity to. re-evaluate
activWes aLthe airport in order to identify potent.ial mitigation measures that would have
measurable benefidal effects. This project is a unique opportunity to impJement green airport
design, construction, operation, and maintenance elements. We encourage the project
sponsors to consider this project in light of those programs and include relevant information
about those programs in the Final Environmental Impact SLatement.

We understand that the Port Columbus International Airport already has a proactive
environmental program. We recommend that the project sponsor consider extending their
program to indude minimization of diesel emissions. Diesel emissions, which also
contribute to nitrous oxides (NOx), PMIO, and PM.2.5,can cause serious adverse health and

1
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environmental effects. Other than contributions from aircraft, construction equipment and
operations-related ground support equipment (GSE) are large contribu.tors to diesel
particulate matter emissions. We encourage FAA to work with the project sponsors to asscss
options for a comprehensive Airport Diesel Emissi()ns Reduction Program that would
address diesel emissions from multiple source categories in construction, ground
transportation, and airport operations. Such a program would include at a minimum:

. Retrofitting off.road construction equipment including repower or engine upgrades.. Rcquiring use of low sulfur or ultra-low sulfur fuels and construction equipment fitted
with U.S. EPA or California Air Resource Board (CARB)-veritled retrofit
technologies.. Limiting the age of on-road vehicles in con~truction projects to 1998 and newer and
the age of off-road equipment to 1996 and newer.. Implementing of a fugitive dust control plan.. Using diesel particulate traps and oxidation catalysts.

. Using existing power sou(ces or clean fucl gencrators rather than temporary power
generators.

. Encouraging the use of off-road equipment that meets the Tier 3 standards.

. Converting all diesel ground support equipment to compressed natura] gas, propane,
or eJectrjc power.

. Using alternate fuel and retrofits for internal bus and shuttle transportation.

. Implementing time and transportation management practices and oversight that would
minimi7..eidling and queuing of diesel constnlction equipment and ground support
equipment.

Additionally, since hazardous air pol1utants from aircraft are emitted during the idling mode,
it is.important to encouf'agethe airlines to adopt practices to reduce jet aircraft idling. We
understand that there are many factors to consider, such as abl1ityto implement a change,
commercial ava'ilabilityof options, and anticipated benefits versus imp.lementationcosts. We
are enclosing links to specifications for diesel vehicle emissions controls that you may find
useful:

http://www .epa.gov/midwestc1eandiesellprojects/index .html
http://cgov .cityofchicago.orglwcbportaIlCOCW ebPortallCOC_EDITORIAUconstOO I.pdf

Energy Efficiency and Sustainability

We understand that Port Columbus International Airport already has a proactive
environmental program that includes clements such as a municipal waste recycling program,
alternative fuel programs for air quaHty and energy efticiency, and the jrnplemcntation (.)1'an
Environmental Management System. This project is a unique opportunhy to expand these
programs at Port Columbus International Airport. In particular. we recommend that the Port
Columbus International Airport project tcam consider green airport design, construction.
operation. and maintenance elements. We encourage FAA and the project sponsor to fully
consider, and if possible. commit to modernizing 100% of existing gates and other
operational areas with utility connections to reduce the use of auxHiary power units.

2
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Additional elements worth considering in green design include the use of green roofs. use of
recyeled-contcnt materials. diverting ma.terials from landfills, energy efficient lighting, and
other sustain ability measures.

We recom.mendthat the FEIS discuss how this project has considercd these measures. The
City of Chicago's Sustainable Design Manual for the O'Hare Modernization Program
contains many useful ideas that may be of interest to you as you progress with design. Many
of the practices milTorthe U.S. Green Building Council Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (lEED) principles. We recommend that you consider using as many
of these practices as feasible. This information about Chicago's Susta.inableDesign Manual
is available at;

http://egov .dtyofchjeago.org/webportaJ/COCW ebPortal/COC_EDITORlAUOMPSustainabl
edesignManualCopywrite2003cityofChicago. pdf

Noise

The DEIS evaluated two noise aba.tement scenar1.os in conjunction with the build alternatives.
The analysis shows that the noise contours for 2012 conditions and 2018 conditions (as
compared to the no action alternative) are shifted south because the runways are moved
south. The 2012 and 2018 contours for C2 and C3 are larger than the contour.s associated
with the No Action Alternative (Alternative A). For alternatives C2 and C3 (utilizi.ng either
of the two noise abatemeDt scenarios). new areas would be included in the 65+ DNL noise
contours. The proposed mitigation for the build altematives is offeriDg souDd insulation to
homes affected by signiticant noise lcveJs (an increase in noise of DNL 1.5 db or more. or
noise exposure above 65 dB when compared to the No Action alternative). It appears that
each ofthe build alternatives (C2 and C3), when evaluated in conjunction with the noise
abatement scenarios, will affect different populations, Dot necessarily more residential units
than under No Action. Wereconunend that the FAA do all they can to reduce noise impacts,
including fully implementing the sound insulation program to offset significant noise levels.
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SUMMARY OF RATING DEF1NITIONS AND FOLLOW UP ACTION-

EnYironmcntallmpact of the Action

LO-Lack of Obicctions

The EFA review has not identificd MYpotcntinl environmental impacts requiring substantive changes to
the propo58.I.1'he review lTUI.Yhave disclosed opportunities for application of mitigation measures that
could be accomplished with no morc than minor changes to the prC)posal.

EC-Environmental Concerns

The EPA review has identified environmenlal impacts that should be avoided in order to fully protect the
environment. Corrective measures may require changes to the preferred alternative or application of
mitigation measures that can reduce the environmental jmpacts. EPA would like to work with the lead
agency 10reduce thc...eimpacts.

EO-Environmental Obiections

The EPA revicw has identified significant environmental impacts that must be aVQidedin order to provide
adequate protection for the environment. Corrective measures may rL-ql1ire!iubstnntialchanges to the
preferred alternative or consideration of somc other project alternative (including the no action alternative
or a new alternalive). EPA int.endsto work with the lead agency to reduce thesc impacts.

EU-Environmental1v Unsatil';factory
The EP A review has identiHed adverse environmental impac.tsthat are of !:ufficientmagnitude that they are
unsatisfactory from the standpoint of public health or welfare Orenvironmental quality. EPA intends tf)
work with the lead agency to reduce these impacts. If the potential unsatisfactory impacts are not corrected
at the final EIS sate, this proposal Willbe rcconunended for referral to the CEQ.

Adequacy of the Impact Statement

C~te~orv I.AdeQuaLe
The EP I\. believe.o;lhe draft EIS adequately sets forth the environmental impact(s) of the preferred alLemtive
and ~()$e of the altematives reasonably available to lhe prC)jt:(~tor action. No further analysis or data
conecting- is necessary. but the reviewer may suggest the addition of clarifying language or infonnation.

Category 2-lnsufficicnt Information
The draft EIS doe.o;not contain sufficient infc)rmatie)Ofor the EPA to fully asse:;s the environmental impacts
that should be avoided in order to fully protect the environment, 01'the EPAre\liewer has identified new
reasonably available alternatives that are within the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the draft EIS.
which could reduce the environmental impacts of the action. The identified additional- informalion. data,
analyses, or discussion :-hould be included in the tinal.ElS.

~ale€!ory 3-InadcQuate
EPA docs not believe that the draft ETS adequately assesses potentially signific.mt environmental impacts
of the action. or the EPA reviewer has identi.ficd new, reasonably available alternatives that are outside of
the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the draft ElS, which should he analY7..cdin order to reduce the
potentially significant environmental impacts. EPA beHevc~ that the identified additional information, dnta
analyses. or discussions arc of such a magnitude that they ~hooldhave ful1 public review at a chart 8tage.
EPA does not believe that the draft EIS is adequate for the purposes of the NEPA andlor Section 309
review, and thus should bc formally revised and made available for public commenL in a supplemental or
revised draft EIS. On the ba.o;isof the potential significant impacts involved, this proposal could be a
candidate for referral to the CEQ.

"r't'Om E?A Manuill J640 Policy and Pro«dures for the Rt:vicw of the P<:deml Actions Impacting the Environml;:llt
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~ United States Department of the Interior. .:u,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND COMPLIANCE
1849 C STREET, NW, Room 2342-MIB

Washington, DC 20240
PHONE: 202/208-4169

FAX: 202/208-6970

To: Ms. Katherine Jones
FAA/MI
Ph: 734-229-2958
FAX: 734-229-2950

Date: July23, 2008

Pages: 7 , including this cover sheet.

From: ETHEL SMITH

Subject: Port Columbus IntiAP, OH [ER 08/498]

Attached is the Department of the Interior's comments dated July 23, 2008, on subject
project.

- -- -- - ---
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Washington.DC 20240

JUl 2 3 2008 9043.1
PEP/NRM

E R 08/498

Ms. Katherine $. Jones
Federal AviationAdministration
DetroitAirports DistrictOffice
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107
Romulus, Michigan 48174

Dear Ms. Jones:

As requested, the Department of the Interior(Department) has reviewed the May2008
draftEnvironmentalImpactStatement (EIS)and the Section4(f) Evaluationfor Port
Columbus International Airport - Developmentof a NewPassengerTerminaland
Other Associated Airport Projects - Cityof Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio.
This project involves the replacement of Runway 10Rl28L, additional taxiways for the
new Runway, associated facilities, a new apron and terminal in the midfield,and
implementation of mitigation measures identifiedin the 2007 Final Part 150 Study
Update at Port Columbus International Airport(CMH). The Department offers the
followingcomments and recommendations for your consideration.

GENERALCOMMENTS

The draft EIS is thorough. and clearly identifies the need for the project as well as the
impacts from all alternatives. However, all necessary summary information is not
available in convenient locations, causing reviewers to page back and forth through a
rather large volume. In addition, the electronic version of the document was extremely
difficult to find on the Internet, and the file size was enormous (loading the chapter on
noise could take 15 minutes or more with a very fast computer). The document is not
terribly read-friendly and could stifle public review and comment.

We note that in the time since it was written, Skybus Airlines is no longer in operation.
This will not affect the growth projections for CMH as the accelerated growth that this
carrier may have had on the airport had been included for disclosure purposes only and
will not affect any of the alternatives identified within this report.
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Ms. Katherine S. Jones 2

SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION COMMENTS

The draft EIS does not identify a Preferred Alternative and indicates that consultation
with other parties with potential Section 4(f) properties is still ongoing. We find that
consideration of all potential Section 4(f) properties is lacking. Therefore, the
Department would not concur with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) that there
are no feasible and prudent alternatives to the proposal as presented which would result
in impacts to Section 4(f) properties, or that all possible planning needed to minimize
potential harm to this resource has been employed.

The project proposes several changes at CMH that may affect properties eligible for
consideration under Se"ction4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49
U.S.C. 303). The one property identified in the Section 4(f) Evaluation is the golf course
located to the east of one runway on property owned by the City airport authority and
managed by the City of Columbus. Changes in runway configuration would require a
change in the configuration of nine of the holes at the golf course, but apparently would
not significantly impact the values of the property. Avoidance alternatives were
explored but those involved unacceptable impacts to other resources and/or substantial
costs.

Noise impacts are possible at some or all of approximately 51 other public park
properties in the airport area, but the evaluation notes that only 4 of these will be
impacted indirectly by noise. It is unclear how increases in noise levels at these parks
will affect their use or values.

Impacts to historic resources are discussed in the Section 4(f) on resources, but it is
unclear how they are considered as Section 4(f) resources. According to the chapter on
historic resources in the draft EIS, only one of the action alternatives to be considered
through the full analysis (Alternative C2a/b) will likely directly affect a property eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places. However, we note that both action
alternatives(C2a/band C3a/b) have the potential to directly impact eligible properties.
We believe that the FAA has overlooked these properties in this analysis and should be
aware of the fact that properties eligible for or nominated to the National Register should
be included as eligible Section 4(f) properties. Despite the assurances found in the
draft EIS that consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) will result
in a satisfactory result, these properties have not been considered under the Section
4(f) Evaluation. We do not find any evidence of correspondence with the SHPO over
impacts to historic properties in this document. We would assume such
correspondence would have been included if it existed given the amount of meeting
notes, invitations, e-mails, letters, handouts, and PowerPoint slides included in the 262
pages (22 MB of data) of Appendix A - Agency Seoping and Coordination.

Indirect impacts to historic properties from noise is acknowledged in the draft EIS but
the mitigation for those impacts appears to be limited to soundproofing. It is unclear
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whether the FAAconsidered increased noise levels at some historic properties to be
adverse impacts under Section 106 of the National HistoricPreservation Act. Since
these properties would also be eligible under Section 4(f), indirect impacts could
constitute a constructive use, ifthe impacts are so severe as to threaten the integrityof
the resource. However, as we point out above, we have no indication of consultation
withthe SHPO.

FISH AND WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT COMMENTS

In general, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) recommends that proposed
projects minimizewater quality impacts and impacts to quality fish and wildlife habitat,
such as forests, streams, and wetlands. Note that wetlands may exist on sites that are
not designated wetland by the National Wetland Inventory. We recommendthat the
proposed project use best construction techniques to minimize erosion. Preventing
establishment of non-native, invasive plants is critical in maintaining quality habitats. All
disturbed areas should be mulched and re-vegetated with native plants.

J'

Wetland mitigation measures will be coordinated with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. A potential site in'Gahanna is being investigated. Compensatory mitigation
for wetland impacts will be provided offsite in order to preclude establishing habitats that
could increase wildlife nuisance issues at the airport. The FWS has no objection to
offsite mitigation but does recommend that it occur within the Big Walnut Creek
watershed.

A ravine that contains a small tributary to Big Walnut Creek will be expanded. This
expansion is to provide a storm water detention basin for the flow of water from
impervious surfaces at the site. The ravine currently provides approximately 9.1 acre-
feet of storage. The project will expand the ravine to provide 29.2 acre-feet of storage.
Streams and associated hydrologic features provide valuable functions including water
purification,nutrient cycling, ground water recharge, and wildlife habitat. The creation of
a detection basis reduces the functions that the stream had previously provided. The
FWS recommends that any'unavoidable impacts to all aquatic resources should be
offset by appropriate mitigation including stream creation or enhancement that
addresses all of the functions that will be impacted.

ENDANGERED SPECIES COMMENTS

The proposed project lies within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis soda/is), a
federally-listed endangered species. Since first listed as endangered in 1967, their
population has declined by nearly 60 percent. Several factors have contributed to the
decline of the Indiana bat, including the loss and degradation of suitable hibernacula;
human disturbance during hibernation; pesticides; and the loss and degradation of
forested habitat, particularly stands of large, mature trees. Fragmentation of forest
habitat may also contribute to declines. During winter, Indiana bats hibernate in caves

radams
Pencil

radams
Text Box
DOI-7

radams
Pencil

radams
Text Box
DOI-8

radams
Pencil

radams
Text Box
DOI-9

radams
Pencil

radams
Text Box
DOI-10

radams
Pencil

radams
Text Box
DOI-11



JUL-23-2008 16:03 PEP 2022191139 P.05

Ms. Katherine S. Jones 4

and abandoned mines. Summer habitat requirements for the species are not well

defined but the following are considered important:

(1) dead or live trees and snags with peeling or exfoliating bark, splittree trunk

and/or branches, or cavities, which may be used as maternity roost areas;

(2) livetrees (such as shagbark hickory and oaks) which have exfoliating bark;

and

(3) stream corridors,riparianareas, and upland woodlots which provide forage
sites.

There are several forested areas within the project site. A forested area exists within

the vicinityof Stelzer Road on the west side of the airport,along the ravine where the

proposed detention basin is to be located, at the golf course, and along Big Walnut

Creek.

Proposed impacts to the site: Due to height restrictions,trees may be trimmed in the

southern forested area west of Stelzer Road and along the Airport Golf Course. Under

Alternative C2a/b, approximately 17 acres of forested habitat will be affected.

AlternativeC3a/b would impact 15 acres of forest. Extensive tree trimming could impact

suitable habitatforthe Indiana bat Approximately 21 suitableroost trees were found

within the second-growth forested areas and along Big Walnut Creek. An endangered

species survey report indicates that no individualbats were observed. However, no

specificsurvey was conducted to determine ifIndiana bats are present. The draftEIS

states (on page 5.9-4, under heading 5.9.1.3) thattrees along Big Walnut Creek are not

expected to be removed.

Quantitv/aualitv of the Indiana bat habitat onsite: The forested area west of Stelzer

Road lacks any connection with any high-quality forested habitat. The area of the storm

water detention basin is currently a vegetated ravine that flows into Big Walnut Creek.

The site has limited foraging potential. During the site visit conducted on June 12,
2008, two potential roost trees were observed. These trees did not receive enough

solar exposure to be maternity roost trees. Tree removal along the perimeter of the

ravine will be avoided ifpossible. At the golf course, isolated trees are scattered

throughout the site. A riparian corridor exists along Big Walnut Creek and may provide

potential foraging habitat for the Indiana bat. At this time, itis not known ifthe trees

within the riparian corridor of Big Walnut Creek willneed to be removed.

The draft EIS describes activitiesthat are scheduled to occur through 2018. A site visit

was conducted on June 12,2008, and the recommendations provided in this letterare

based on the conditions and information available at this time. These recommendations

are made for any tree trimming or removal that is to occur before the end of 2009. The

FWS recommends that any tree trimming or removal that is to occur after 2009 be

coordinated with the FWS to evaluate changes in habitat and information on federally

listed species.

----
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The draft EIS states (on page 5.9-4, under heading 5.9.1.3) that trees along Big Walnut
Creek are not expected to be removed. A segment of Big Walnut Creek and its riparian
corridor is located within the runway protection zone. If trees are to be removed from
this area, further coordination with the FWS is necessary to determine potential impacts
to the Indiana bat.

The FWS recommends that any tree trimming or removal be minimized as much as
possible. Tree trimming and removal in areas other than the riparian corridor of Big
Walnut Creek should occur between September 30 and April 1 to avoid potential
impacts to the Indiana bat.

The proposed project lies within the range of the clubshell mussel (Pleurobema clava),
northern riffleshell (Epioblasma torulosa rangiana), snuffbox mussel (Epioblasma
triquetra), and Scioto madtom (Noturus trautmani). Due to the project location and
description, the project, as proposed, should not impact these species or their habitats.

The proposed project lies within the range of the rayed bean mussel (Villosa fabalis), a
Federal candidate species. A proposed rule to list the rayed bean under the
Endangered Species Act as either endangered or threatened is currently being
developed and may be completed in 2008. Once this is an officially proposed species,
conferencing is required under Section 7 of the ESA. Potential habitat for the rayed
bean mussel exists within Big Walnut Creek. The draft EIS states (on page 5.9-4, under
heading 5.9.1.3) that trees along Big Walnut Creek are not expected to be removed. If
trees immediately adjacent to Big Walnut Creek must be removed or if other activities
that may release sediment into the stream (such as equipment crossings or in-stream
work) is to occur, further coordination with the FWS is requested to determine if surveys
are warranted.

SUMMARY COMMENTS

Consultation under Section 7 of the ESA may be warranted for this project if suitable
habitat for federally-listed species may be impacted by this project. This letter provides
technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed Section 7 consultation
document.

The Department has a continuing interest in working with the FAA to ensure that project
impacts to resources of concern to the Department are adequately addressed. For
matters related to Section 4(f), please contact Nick Chevance, the Regional
Environmental Coordinator, National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office, 601
Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68102, telephone; 402-661-1844. For matters
related to fish and wildlife resources, and federally-listed threatened and endangered
species, please continue to coordinate with Ms. Mary Knapp, Field Supervisor, U.S.
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Fish and Wildlife Service, 6950 Americana Parkway, Suite H, Reynoldsburg. Ohio
43068-4127, telephone: 614-469-6923.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the documents and provide comments.

Sincerely,

iJ .~
Willie R. Taylor
Director, Office of Environmental

Policy and Compliance

P.07
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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Lazarus Government Center
50 W. Town St., Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215

TELE: (614) 644-3020 FAX: (614) 644-3164
www.epa.state.oh.us

MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. Box 1049

RE CET\7F3fJ-1049

STREET ADDRESS:

Ms. Katherine S. Jones
FAA Detroit Airports District Office
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107
Romulus, MI48174

JUL \ 5 2Du8

FAA, DETROIT ADO

July 11, 2008

Re: DEIS- Columbus Regional Airport Authority (Runway 10R/28L)

Dear Ms. Jones:

The comments below are presented for your consideration by the 401 Water
Quality Certification and Isolated Wetlands Permitting Section of Ohio EPA's
Division of Surface Water. The 401 Section focused on the identification and
potential impacts resulting to streams and wetlands associated with a project to
replace Runway 10R/28L, construct a new terminal, and other associated
projects at Port Columbus International Airport described in the May 2008 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

1. The FAA should clarify a discrepancy regarding the acreage and
vegetation class of wetlands found within the project area. Page 5.10-1 of
the DEIS states that a total of 10.57 acres of wetlands are located within
the project area, of which 1.95 acres are palustrine forested (PFO) and
8.62 are palustrine emergent (PEM). Table 5.10-1, on page 5.10-3,
inverts these figures and describes 8.62 acres as PFO and 1.95 as PEM.

To further complicate matters, the Wetland Delineation Report found in
Appendix K, identifies 10.57 acres, but the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
jurisdictional determination letter dated January 7, 2008, also in Appendix
K, indentifies 1.81 acres of jurisdictional wetlands and 8.21 acres of
isolated wetlands for a total of 10.02 acres of wetlands located within the
project area. Therefore, the FAA should verify the exact acreage,
vegetation class, and quality of the all wetlands found within the project
area.

2. Ohio EPA is concerned that the cumulative impacts to streams and
wetlands resulting from past and future projects have been under reported
in pages 7-6 through 7-10 of the DEIS. A jurisdictional determination letter
from the Corps dated August 21,2003, identified the presence of 19,030
linear feet of streams, 7.07 acres of jurisdictional wetlands, and 9.13 acres

6'Printed on Recycled Paper

Ted Strickland, Governor
Lee Fisher, Lieutenant Governor

Chris Korleski, Director

Ohio EPA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

-- --- -- - - - -- -- - ------- -- ---
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of isolated wetlands. On May 7,2007, Ohio EPA authorized impacts to
0.421 acres of impacts related to the Loop Road and Blue Lot Parking
Facility. The CRAA also has pending before Ohio EPA an application
seeking authorization to impact 5.64 acres associated with the
Consolidated Car Rental Facility. Ohio EPA is aware that because
previous projects exceeded nationwide permit thresholds, all future
wetland fills will require individual permits.

Therefore, FAA should conduct a more thorough accounting of on-site
streams and wetlands and past, present, and future impacts to those
resources.

3. The FAA should prepare an exhibit that identifies the location of all
delineated streams and wetlands reported in the DEIS. Ohio EPA was
unable to locate an exhibit in which wetland located west of Steltzer Road
were labeled.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the DEIS for this very important
project. Feel free to contact me by telephone at 614/644-2139 or
Tom.Harcarik@epa.state.oh.us if you have any questions regarding the above
comments.

Sincerely,

~~Q-
Thomas C. Harcarik
Section 401 Coordinator
Division of Surface Water

cc: Elaine Roberts, CRAA
Mark Perryman, Landrum and Brown
George Elmaraghy, OEPA, Chief, DSW
Susan Fields, USACE, Huntington District
Brian Mitch, ODNR, REALM
Dr. Mary Knapp, USFWS, Reynoldsburg
Kevin Pierard, USEPA, Region 5
Jeff Bohne, OEPA, CDO, DSW

- -
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u.s. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Ohio State (Columbus) Office
Office of Community Planning and Development
200 North High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215-2499

July 11, 2008

Ms. Katherine S. Jones
FAA Detroit Airports District Office
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107
Romulus, MI 48174

RECEIVED
7 2008

FAA, DETROIT ADO

Dear Ms. Jones:

This is in response to the request for comments concerning the document listed below. The
u.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Ohio State (Columbus) Office has
determined that the referenced document does not present any special concerns to HUD in Ohio.

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Replacement of Runway lOR/28L, Development of a New Passenger Terminal,

and other Associated Airport Projects
Port Columbus International Airport

City of Columbus, Ohio

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you should require any further input from
HUD, I may be reached at (614) 469-5737, x8252 or by email at ross.carlson@hud.gov.

Sincerely,

Ross S. Carlson
Environmental Officer

- -- -- - - ---
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Federal Aviation 
Administration 

Memorandum 
Date:  July 24, 2008   

From:    Community Planner, Detroit Airports District Office 

To:   CMH EIS File 
 

Prepared by: Katherine S. Jones 

Subject:   Port Columbus International Airport, Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

 US Army Corps of Engineers Comments 

 
 

The FAA called the U.S Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) on July 7, 2008 to remind them of the 
comment deadline of July 11, 2008.  The FAA called a second time on July 21, 2008 to inquire if 
comments had been sent.   

Ms. Susan Fields from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers –Huntington District left a voicemail 
on July 23, 2008 for Ms. Katherine Jones, FAA, regarding the Port Columbus International 
Airport, Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  A summary of her voicemail follows. 

Ms. Fields stated that the Corps reviewed the aquatic resources/wetlands section of the DEIS and 
they have no issues or comments at this time.  They have previously reviewed and verified the 
delineation that was completed for the wetlands in the project area. 

Ms. Fields stated that if the FAA was waiting for their comments, then to proceed as comments 
marked absent because they would not be able to provide comments at this time. 
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To: Ms. Katherine S. Jones
Federal Aviation Administration
Detroit Airports District Office
11677 South Wayne Road, Suite 107
Romulus, Michigan 48174

RECEIVED
JUL0 7 2008

FAA, DETROIT ADO

June 30, 2008

From: Home owners bounded by:
E. Cassidy Ave. on the East
Roxbury Rd. on the South
Kenilworth Rd on the North, and
Parkview Ave. on the West

Re: PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:

Public Information Workshop/Hearing on Environmental Impact Statement
Prepared for Proposed Improvements to Port Columbus International Airport

Attached are concerns raised by residents of the Columbus, Ohio neighborhood known as
"Kensington" regarding decisions made to exclude certain properties in the area from
consideration for services under the Residential Sound Insulation Program (RSIP) funded by
the FAA for the Port Columbus International Airport. (See attached signatures of concerned
neighborhood residents.) Our residents attended the community meeting held on:

Wednesday, June 4, 2008
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
East Columbus Elementary School
3100 E. Seventh Ave.

Columbus,OH 43219

We have requested an appointment with Elaine Roberts (C.E.O.,Columbus Regional Airport
Authority) to discuss our concerns.

We appreciate your office holding the public hearing for our area and request that the attached
concerns raised by our residents be included with other responses you receive for the public
comment period which is scheduled to end on midnight, Friday, July 11,2008.

Any questions you may have can be directed to:

Jane Hudgins
2702 Roxbury Rd
Columbus, Ohio 43219
Phone: 614-258-9922

Thank you.

--- ------- - - - - - - - -



This letter is written to request an appointment to discuss how home-owners in our
neighborhood can qualify for services under the Residential Sound Insulation Program
(RSIP) funded by the FAA for the Port Columbus Airport. (See attached
signatures of neighborhood Residents.)
Please call Mrs. Jane Hudgins at 614-258-9922 to arrange an appointment time.

While we attended the community meeting held

Wednesday, June 4, 2008
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
East Columbus Elementary School
3100 E. Seventh Ave.
Co1umbus,OH 43219

we still have concerns related to your decision to include only properties on one street
(Kenilworth Ave.) in our neighborhood in your resolution of noise-abatement problems
from "aircraft flyovers." This excludes other homes and families with similar problems
that are located in the same "flyover" area. A comment was made at a subsequent
meeting by someone from your staff that ''the line had to be drawn somewhere."
Since residential properties are included as properties that are considered "noise-
sensitive" we are requesting a re-consideration of the decision to only include the
Kenilworth Ave. properties.

The "General Study Area Map-Exhibit 2.2" - Final- prepared by Landrum & Brown
shows a wide-view of the airport and surrounding area. There is a very small area of
single-family homes (shown on the legend in pale yellow) which are located near the
Lutheran Nursing Home and Assisted Living Complex known (as Kensington Place).
This small area of homes is our area of single-family homes that are bounded by the
coordinates as we listed above.

-- - - - --- --- - - ------ -- -
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Many of our residents are original home owners, have lived in this community for more
than 40 years, and are now senior citizens who are proud of their property and maintain
upkeep with great pride even though this is stressful on retirement and fixed incomes.

We sincerely hope that you can fmd the time to meet with our representatives who are
located in the fly-over area.

According to your various reports, "the Airport Authority makes the initial contact with
residents living within the 65 DNL (DaylNight average sound level) noise contour, which
is a qualifying factor for eligibility to receive sound insulation treatments". A map
indicating the 65 DNL noise contour is located in the final Part 150Noise Compatibility
Study document available at the following link:
http://www.columbusairports.com/noise/info.asp# 150

It is our understanding that the City of Columbus and the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) first implemented an FAA grant program at Port Columbus in
1992 following a noise compatibility study and subsequent reviews. It is our further
understanding that the Airport Authority made the initial contact with residents living
within the 65 DNL (DaylNight average sound level) noise contour, which is a qualifying
factor for eligibility to receive services that include sound insulation treatments, acoustic
windows, attic insulation, new primary and storm doors, patio doors, central air
conditioning and furnaces (where applicable), and electrical upgrades. However, there
are residents in our area that were never notified or contacted about this program.

Since the program's inception, the Airport Authority has applied for and received 21
noise grants from the FAA totaling over $29 million. Grant funds were utilized for a
variety of projects including: installation of an airport noise and flight track monitoring
system, property acquisition, construction of noise abatement walls, residential sound
insulation, school sound-proofing, acquisition of portable noise monitoring equipment,
and adoption of zoning codes for areas located within the airport noise contours.

Through Phase X, which was completed in June 2007, CRAA has sound insulated 702
homes. Such treatments include acoustic windows, attic insulation, new primary and
storm doors, patio doors, central air conditioning and furnaces (where applicable), and
electrical upgrades. Participants in this voluntary program are required to sign a
Homeowner Agreement as well as an Aviation Easement.

Please note: "The Airport Authority contacts owners of all residences located within the
noise contour line and advises them of their eligibility to participate in this program."
This was not done for some of the families in our area.

We appreciate hearing from you soon.

Thank you.

-- -- - ---- -
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To: Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA)

From: Kensington Subdivision Residents:

Re: Residential Sound Insulation Program (RSIP)

ADDRESS PHONE#
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To: Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA)

From: Kensington Subdivision Residents:

Re: Residential Sound Insulation Program (RSIP)

NAM\E ADDRESS PHONE#
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To: Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA)

From: Kensington Subdivision Residents:

Re: Residential Sound Insulation Program (RSIP)

NAM\E ADDRESS PHONE#

- - -- - - --- ------
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         1                            - - - 
 
         2             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  It's 5 p.m. and I 
 
         3   am Marie Keister.  I am the Public Hearing Officer for 
 
         4   this Public Hearing this evening. 
 
         5             (Mr. Adams enters room.) 
 
         6                            - - - 
 
         7                      WILLIAM H. ADAMS 
 
         8                            - - - 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Good evening.  We 
 
        10   are officially opening the Public Hearing -- 
 
        11             MR. ADAMS:  Very good. 
 
        12             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- for the Port 
 
        13   Columbus Environmental Impact Statement right now. 
 
        14             My name is Marie Keister.  I am a Public 
 
        15   Hearing Officer. 
 
        16             MR. ADAMS:  Very good. 
 
        17             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Let me give you 
 
        18   just a quick rundown of the rules. 
 
        19             MR. ADAMS:  I've done it 15 times.  Give me 
 
        20   the drill. 
 
        21             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  The purpose of the 
 
        22   hearing is to give all interested people the 
 
        23   opportunity to provide their comments and questions 
 
        24   regarding this proposed action and potential impacts 
 
        25   and to put them on the record. 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 
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         1             Those wishing to make comments on the Draft 
 
         2   Environmental Impact Statement can do so by writing 
 
         3   their comments on a form or making an oral statement to 
 
         4   the Court Reporter and the Hearing Officer.  Those of 
 
         5   you wanting to have comments taken by the Court 
 
         6   Reporter must register at the sign-in. 
 
         7             MR. ADAMS:  I did. 
 
         8             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Good job. 
 
         9             And we are going to allot you three minutes. 
 
        10             As Hearing Officer, you know, I can't respond 
 
        11   to your questions. 
 
        12             MR. ADAMS:  Absolutely.  I understand. 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I am going to time 
 
        14   you.  There's not a long line waiting there, but at 
 
        15   three minutes, I'll remind you it's time to be 
 
        16   completed. 
 
        17             MR. ADAMS:  Okay. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  If you would like 
 
        19   to talk more, you can register to speak again. 
 
        20             MR. ADAMS:  Okay. 
 
        21             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And again, you can 
 
        22   submit written comments on the draft documents 
 
        23   tonight -- 
 
        24             MR. ADAMS:  I've already got this. 
 
        25             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Great. 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 
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         1             -- or mail them before the end of the comment 
 
         2   period; and there is an address on the comment forms 
 
         3   where you can send those to by July 11th, -- 
 
         4             MR. ADAMS:  Okay. 
 
         5             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- 2008. 
 
         6             And then a copy of the Court Reporter's 
 
         7   transcript, including all oral and written comments and 
 
         8   the FAA responses will be included in the Final 
 
         9   Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
        10             MR. ADAMS:  Very good. 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  So, with that, if 
 
        12   you would please state your name and address. 
 
        13             MR. ADAMS:  My name is William H. Adams and I 
 
        14   reside at 2978 East 12th Avenue, 43219 ZIP Code. 
 
        15             My comments are as follows:  Let me preface 
 
        16   my remarks by saying that the current administration 
 
        17   under Ms. Elaine Roberts, who is the President and CEO 
 
        18   of the airport, has been a wonderful relationship with 
 
        19   the East Columbus Gateway Community.  I always preface 
 
        20   my remarks by saying that if Ms. Roberts had been 
 
        21   President of the airport prior to our problems, we 
 
        22   never would have had problems. 
 
        23             Now, my comments are as follows:  I reside at 
 
        24   2978 East 12th Avenue and we have been involved in the 
 
        25   closest community to the airport going west. 
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         1             Back in the late '80s, the sound was 
 
         2   tremendous.  It did inside and outside damage to our 
 
         3   homes.  When they started the Sound Insulation Program, 
 
         4   we were excluded from that program.  They went above us 
 
         5   to other areas. 
 
         6             At that time, the airport decided that they 
 
         7   would only do the 70 LDN, and at that time, we were 
 
         8   between 65 and 70.  We should have been included.  And 
 
         9   that was the problem that I had with the airport.  If 
 
        10   our -- my house particularly, had been afforded the 
 
        11   Sound Insulation Program, the damages that have 
 
        12   occurred would not have occurred. 
 
        13             I am really upset with the federal 
 
        14   government, not so much the airport, because nobody is 
 
        15   opposed to the expansion of the airport.  The problem 
 
        16   is that the government -- the federal government 
 
        17   relocated a whole town in Kentucky, Heritage Creek. 
 
        18   They relocated that town in the approximately 
 
        19   $280,000,000.  If the federal government can spend that 
 
        20   kind of money relocating a whole town, surely they 
 
        21   could have afforded me the updating my property with 
 
        22   the sound insulation. 
 
        23             I feel like the federal government has 
 
        24   excluded the East Columbus Gateway Community and we 
 
        25   feel like that there should be some restitution from 
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         1   the federal government.  I know that the federal 
 
         2   government will not -- it's been not appropriate for 
 
         3   them to go back and undo something that was done but I 
 
         4   think that, currently, they should expedite the Sound 
 
         5   Insulation Program and also any other compensation that 
 
         6   could be afforded the East Columbus Krumm Park.  We 
 
         7   have a new school.  The Mayor of Columbus, Michael B. 
 
         8   Coleman, has invested $18,000,000 worth of 
 
         9   infrastructure, and that being said, it seems like the 
 
        10   federal government should have given that community 
 
        11   more consideration since we are the closest community 
 
        12   in proximity to the airport, and especially the 
 
        13   extension of Runway 10R2-something. 
 
        14             Okay.  Three minutes up? 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Yes, they are. 
 
        16             MR. ADAMS:  I think I've given you enough 
 
        17   information. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very 
 
        19   much, Mr. Adams, for coming. 
 
        20             MR. ADAMS:  Thank you.  It's my pleasure. 
 
        21   And thank you for your time.  Have a good day, ladies. 
 
        22             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You too. 
 
        23             (Mr. Adams leaves room.) 
 
        24                            - - - 
 
        25                        JANE HUDGINS 
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         1                            - - - 
 
         2             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  My name is Marie 
 
         3   Keister and I am the Public Hearing Officer tonight for 
 
         4   the Port Columbus International Airport Environmental 
 
         5   Impact Statement. 
 
         6             MS. HUDGINS:  Okay. 
 
         7             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And what we'll do 
 
         8   is, we'll give you three minutes, and there is not a 
 
         9   long line of people waiting so I may not be absolutely 
 
        10   precise in stopping you at three minutes. 
 
        11             MS. HUDGINS:  Okay. 
 
        12             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And as the Hearing 
 
        13   Officer, I am not allowed to answer your questions.  We 
 
        14   are just here to record your comments. 
 
        15             MS. HUDGINS:  Okay. 
 
        16             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  So if you would 
 
        17   start by stating your name and your address, and you 
 
        18   may begin. 
 
        19             MS. HUDGINS:  My name is Jane Hudgins, 
 
        20   H-U-D-G-I-N-S, and I live at 2702 Roxbury Road. 
 
        21             I am very concerned about the noise-control 
 
        22   of the airport.  I was at the meeting on the 4th and 
 
        23   Mr. Wall told me that they are extending the airport 
 
        24   200 feet towards Fifth Avenue; and the planes are going 
 
        25   over the side of my house on Roxbury Road.  Mr. Wall 
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         1   told me that they would be, for the noise control, 
 
         2   insulating Kenilworth.  The houses on Kenilworth and 
 
         3   Roxbury where I live, the fence is joined together. 
 
         4   That's just how close they are.  But he said that they 
 
         5   would not be doing Roxbury, and that the noise would 
 
         6   not be any more than what we are getting now.  I 
 
         7   disbelieve that, for the simple fact is:  If they are 
 
         8   coming over the side of my house and they are extending 
 
         9   it 200 more feet towards Fifth Avenue from us, they 
 
        10   will be going directly over my house and I know that 
 
        11   there will be more noise. 
 
        12             And at the present time, the noise is 
 
        13   unbearable.  My glasses are shaking, my dishes are 
 
        14   shaking and everything, and when they do get that 
 
        15   completed, I know that there will be more noise and I'm 
 
        16   very concerned.  And I'm going to see who I can see to 
 
        17   see if we can get some action so we get some insulation 
 
        18   too. 
 
        19             So, thank you very much. 
 
        20             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very much 
 
        21   for your comment. 
 
        22             (Ms. Hudgins leaves room.) 
 
        23                            - - - 
 
        24                       WAYNE CRAWFORD 
 
        25                            - - - 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I'm the Hearing 
 
         2   Officer this evening.  My name is Marie Keister.  And 
 
         3   the ground rules this evening are that you have three 
 
         4   minutes to express your comments related to the Port 
 
         5   Columbus International Airport Environmental Impact 
 
         6   Statement. 
 
         7             MR. CRAWFORD:  Yes. 
 
         8             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  The ground rules 
 
         9   for me are that I cannot respond to your questions. 
 
        10   We'll just take your comments.  And so you'll have 
 
        11   three minutes.  If you would start with your name -- 
 
        12             MR. CRAWFORD:  Okay. 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- and your 
 
        14   address, we'll get going. 
 
        15             MR. CRAWFORD:  The name is Wayne Crawford, 
 
        16   W-A-Y-N-E, C-R-A-W-F-O-R-D.  I live at 2725 Roxbury 
 
        17   Road, Capital-R-O-X-B-U-R-Y, Road, okay? 
 
        18             Now, as far as my comments as far as for the 
 
        19   hearing, my problem with the sound, the SIP process, 
 
        20   is, Number 1, what I said at last week's meeting, that 
 
        21   past Wednesday with Mr. Bernard Moleski, I asked him, 
 
        22   "What kind of contracts do you have as far as doing the 
 
        23   soundproofing" -- Okay? -- which is nonunion 
 
        24   contractors, the way I understood from him, okay? 
 
        25             I got a little problem with that, okay?  We 
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         1   had several people in the meeting that had complaints 
 
         2   about the work quality of the soundproofers, okay? 
 
         3             Plus, another thing, too, is:  Why wouldn't 
 
         4   the Port Columbus that's doing the process won't be 
 
         5   held accountable for this, in case, when you have 
 
         6   structure damage, where it was plaster, windows or even 
 
         7   electrical wiring, you know, because the sound -- the 
 
         8   sound problems do have an impact on your electrical 
 
         9   system too, as well.  So, a plane goes by, it rattles 
 
        10   your house, and if it's done by a nonunion contractor, 
 
        11   chances are you are taking the risk of having a house 
 
        12   fire.  Your homes could get burned down, okay? 
 
        13             Now, if that happens, who is going to be 
 
        14   accountable for that, even if a person does have a 
 
        15   homeowner's insurance policy, okay? 
 
        16             Another problem I have too is the appraisal 
 
        17   process, you know, because some of these folks haven't 
 
        18   been educated in the process of when the -- when the 
 
        19   Port Columbus Authority bought all these houses on 13th 
 
        20   Avenue, you know, some of us feel that we are not 
 
        21   getting a fair deal on the acquisition of whatever 
 
        22   properties are to be bought.  It should be done on a 
 
        23   fair basis, even though you have to get your own 
 
        24   appraisal. 
 
        25             But my most concern is the work-quality of 
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         1   whoever is doing the contracting work.  That should be 
 
         2   done by union people.  It should be done by 
 
         3   card-carrying people.  Okay?  Because the people 
 
         4   that -- that's where the work is guaranteed. 
 
         5             You have cheap labor doing cheap work, you 
 
         6   are going to have problems. 
 
         7             That's all I've got to say.  I'm done. 
 
         8             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you, sir, for 
 
         9   your comments. 
 
        10             MR. CRAWFORD:  All right. 
 
        11             (Mr. Crawford leaves room.) 
 
        12                            - - - 
 
        13                        VENOLA MYERS 
 
        14                            - - - 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Hi.  Would you like 
 
        16   to make a comment?  We'll be ready for you next.  And 
 
        17   let me give you some ground rules. 
 
        18             Go on ahead and have a seat here. 
 
        19             My name is Marie Keister and I am the Public 
 
        20   Hearing Officer tonight for the Port Columbus 
 
        21   Environmental Impact Statement and we will give you 
 
        22   three minutes for your comments.  I'm not allowed to 
 
        23   answer questions you may have specific to your 
 
        24   comments.  I'm just here to listen to your testimony 
 
        25   and it will become part of the transcript. 
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         1             MS. MYERS:  Well, I don't have to fill the 
 
         2   paper out, he said, if I come back here and talk. 
 
         3             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  That would be fine. 
 
         4   So, you can just give your comments verbally. 
 
         5             MS. MYERS:  I just have a few things to say. 
 
         6             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  If you would start 
 
         7   with your name and your address. 
 
         8             MS. MYERS:  Venola Myers, V-E-N-O-L-A, last 
 
         9   name Myers, M-Y-E-R-S.  Address -- You want my address? 
 
        10             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Yes. 
 
        11             MS. MYERS:  2022 Holt Avenue, H-O-L-T, 
 
        12   Columbus 43219. 
 
        13             And anything else you need? 
 
        14             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  No.  You may begin. 
 
        15             MS. MYERS:  Oh, I just wanted to know exactly 
 
        16   what this is all about.  I didn't exactly understand 
 
        17   what it was about.  I knew it was a meeting and I know 
 
        18   I got the paper sometime ago but I didn't know what I 
 
        19   did with it here lately, I have so much to do.  But 
 
        20   anyway, could you explain to me what it's really all 
 
        21   about, this meeting? 
 
        22             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I'm afraid, as the 
 
        23   Hearing Officer, I am just here to take testimony -- 
 
        24             MS. MYERS:  Take testimony.  So you can't -- 
 
        25             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- but in the 
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         1   Public Open House in the next room, everyone at those 
 
         2   different displays can answer your questions. 
 
         3             MS. MYERS:  Okay.  Well, what I -- well, what 
 
         4   I'm here for, then, is to -- you know, those planes 
 
         5   still come over, makes a lot of noise, and it has 
 
         6   cooled down some but it's still loud, you know what I'm 
 
         7   saying?  And so I'm just wondering, are they ever going 
 
         8   to do anything about it?  Because we have been coming 
 
         9   out here and doing things and asking about things for a 
 
        10   long time and so we really haven't gotten too much 
 
        11   results. 
 
        12             I know some people have gotten doors and 
 
        13   windows and all of that and I didn't get that because I 
 
        14   already had storm doors and all that, so I'll just -- 
 
        15   it didn't help -- it doesn't help that much, you know. 
 
        16   It still makes a lot of noise. 
 
        17             So, that's all I need to say -- you know, 
 
        18   wanted to say.  Just wondering what they are going to 
 
        19   do about the noise and the planes coming over.  And 
 
        20   like I said, it's not as bad as it used to be, but it, 
 
        21   you know, still happens some. 
 
        22             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Well, thank you for 
 
        23   your comments and there are several staff members who 
 
        24   are available to answer all sorts of questions -- 
 
        25             MS. MYERS:  Okay. 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- like that and I 
 
         2   apologize that I'm not in a position to do that for 
 
         3   you. 
 
         4             MS. MYERS:  Okay.  So that's all I have to 
 
         5   say, then.  Just wondering about that. 
 
         6             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Well, thank you for 
 
         7   coming in, and -- 
 
         8             MS. MYERS:  Okay. 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- I know they have 
 
        10   some specific information that I think would help you. 
 
        11             (Ms. Myers leaves room.) 
 
        12                            - - - 
 
        13                        BRUCE EDDINS 
 
        14                            - - - 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Hi there.  Are you 
 
        16   our next customer? 
 
        17             MR. EDDINS:  Yes, next customer.  How are 
 
        18   you? 
 
        19             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I'm fine. 
 
        20             I'm Marie Keister and I'm the Public Hearing 
 
        21   Officer -- 
 
        22             MR. EDDINS:  Okay. 
 
        23             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- so I'm going to 
 
        24   give you just a couple ground rules before you begin. 
 
        25             MR. EDDINS:  Okay. 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  This is your 
 
         2   opportunity to provide about three minutes' worth of 
 
         3   comments that will be part of the transcript -- 
 
         4             MR. EDDINS:  Okay. 
 
         5             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- for the Port 
 
         6   Columbus Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
         7             MR. EDDINS:  Okay. 
 
         8             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  My role as Public 
 
         9   Hearing Officer is not to answer questions.  That's 
 
        10   what the public meeting over in the other room is for. 
 
        11   So what we do here is just take testimony and your 
 
        12   comments and your thoughts about the project. 
 
        13             MR. EDDINS:  Okay. 
 
        14             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  So, what we will do 
 
        15   is:  We will ask you for your name and we'll have you 
 
        16   spell it -- 
 
        17             MR. EDDINS:  Okay. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- and your 
 
        19   address, and then I'm going to time you but it's not 
 
        20   like there's a big crowd waiting, but here, you have 
 
        21   three minutes. 
 
        22             MR. EDDINS:  I'll be really quick. 
 
        23             My name is Bruce Eddins, B-R-U-C-E, 
 
        24   E-D-D-I-N-S.  Do you need the address? 
 
        25             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Yes. 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 



    17 
 
 
         1             MR. EDDINS:  1664 DePorres Drive.  That's 
 
         2   D-E-P-O-R-R-E-S, Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43219. 
 
         3             And I just have a real quick comment as I 
 
         4   take a look at the plans that you guys have, and it's 
 
         5   in reference to the contour lines that determine which 
 
         6   homes get soundproofed, and from what I understand, 
 
         7   this study was done back in the '90s, which is fine, 
 
         8   but it was computer-generated and I don't think it took 
 
         9   into account the increase in terms of air traffic that 
 
        10   will be coming into Columbus with these two runways 
 
        11   being built. 
 
        12             My specific concern is that:  The cutoff 
 
        13   line, my street is probably 20 yards from the cutoff 
 
        14   line.  Therefore, you know, it just seems to me like, 
 
        15   you know, why wouldn't our street be included in that 
 
        16   where there's only a two-foot creek that separates the 
 
        17   street over that got covered with sound insulation? 
 
        18   The noise is the same 20 feet away -- I mean, 20 feet 
 
        19   apart. 
 
        20             So I guess I would like to just voice my 
 
        21   concern about that, and hopefully those boundaries or 
 
        22   lines will be considered as the Port Authority and the 
 
        23   FAA moves forward with this project. 
 
        24             So, that's it.  That's all I have to say. 
 
        25             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  That's great. 
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         1   Thank you very much. 
 
         2             MR. EDDINS:  I like to keep it short and 
 
         3   sweet.  I'm in public affairs, as well. 
 
         4             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Okay. 
 
         5             (Mr. Eddins leaves room.) 
 
         6                            - - - 
 
         7                         FAYE YUILL 
 
         8                            - - - 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  My name is Marie 
 
        10   Keister and I am the Public Hearing Officer. 
 
        11             Are you both signed up to speak? 
 
        12             MS. YUILL:  We're going to help each other. 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You can observe.  I 
 
        14   just wanted to make sure I knew who was going to speak, 
 
        15   and you are both welcome to. 
 
        16             If I could just give you a couple of ground 
 
        17   rules.  As part of the hearing, you will have three 
 
        18   minutes to say what you'd like to about the Port 
 
        19   Columbus International Airport Environmental Impact 
 
        20   Statement, the reason we are here this evening.  And 
 
        21   what we'll do is:  We'll have you start with your name 
 
        22   and address. 
 
        23             As the Hearing Officer, I'm not allowed to 
 
        24   answer questions.  This won't be a dialogue.  We are 
 
        25   trying to take your comments for the record. 
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         1             MS. YUILL:  Okay.  I think I can give you my 
 
         2   comments in two minutes. 
 
         3             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You've got plenty 
 
         4   of time. 
 
         5             MS. YUILL:  My name is Faye Yuill and I live 
 
         6   in Teakwood Heights. 
 
         7             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Can you spell that 
 
         8   for us?  "Faye," is it? 
 
         9             MS. YUILL:  Uh-huh.  F-A-Y-E, Y-U-I-L-L. 
 
        10   Faye Yuill. 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Would you state 
 
        12   your address? 
 
        13             MS. YUILL:  My home is 2420 Somersworth Drive 
 
        14   North, Teakwood Heights. 
 
        15             And we were part of the soundproofing program 
 
        16   and I have lived in my present residence for 40 years, 
 
        17   and in the latter years, the last two years, I have 
 
        18   been experiencing settling of the home, you know, where 
 
        19   it's going down, and I have experienced some cracks in 
 
        20   the wall structure of the house.  We had block glass 
 
        21   windows put in the basement and two of my windows 
 
        22   popped and cracked and so I know it's settling.  And 
 
        23   for the soundproofing program, I just wanted to make 
 
        24   the comment:  With the overflow of planes going over, 
 
        25   aging, and, I guess, the contour of the land, if 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 

radams
Text Box
3.6

radams
Pencil



    20 
 
 
         1   anything -- some consideration, I would like to say, 
 
         2   needs to be in a home that has had the vibrations and 
 
         3   everything for quite sometime, and the cracks showing 
 
         4   up in latter years. 
 
         5             And that is my comment. 
 
         6             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very 
 
         7   much. 
 
         8             MS. YUILL:  It's right across the street from 
 
         9   the Dominican University.  That's where I'm located, on 
 
        10   Somersworth Drive. 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very 
 
        12   much. 
 
        13             MS. YUILL:  Okay. 
 
        14             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  We appreciate your 
 
        15   comments. 
 
        16             (Ms. Yuill leaves room.) 
 
        17                            - - - 
 
        18                        THOMAS PRICE 
 
        19                            - - - 
 
        20             MR. PRICE:  Hi.  I'm Thomas Price. 
 
        21             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Let me just give 
 
        22   you a couple ground rules really quickly to orient you. 
 
        23             My name is Marie Keister.  I am the Hearing 
 
        24   Officer.  We will give you roughly three minutes to 
 
        25   make your comments and I am not really allowed to 
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         1   answer questions for you.  The Public Open House is set 
 
         2   up for that. 
 
         3             MR. PRICE:  Yes, I understand. 
 
         4             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And when you start, 
 
         5   we'd like you to say your name and spell it and just be 
 
         6   very clear with your address. 
 
         7             MR. PRICE:  Okay. 
 
         8             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And you may begin 
 
         9   when you're ready. 
 
        10             MR. PRICE:  I'm Thomas Price, T-H-O-M-A-S, 
 
        11   G., as in Gregory, Price, P-R-I-C-E.  I live at 2223 
 
        12   Barymore Avenue -- that's B-A-R-Y-M-O-R-E -- here in 
 
        13   Columbus, ZIP Code 43219. 
 
        14             Basically, my comment is:  I have been living 
 
        15   there for about 15 years and I've noticed that there's 
 
        16   been a lot of controversy about the airport noise and 
 
        17   some people are wanting to move, and if they did, would 
 
        18   they get top value on their homes if they wanted to 
 
        19   sell and get out altogether? 
 
        20             We've heard incidents of things of this sort 
 
        21   down in Kentucky where the community uplifted 
 
        22   everybody, moved them to a new area, you know, some 
 
        23   things like that.  I don't know how true that is, if 
 
        24   they could even do that here, but it's something to 
 
        25   consider maybe, if the community wanted to stay 
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         1   together. 
 
         2             Another thing, also, is that when it comes to 
 
         3   contracting, I would like them to maybe consider 
 
         4   dealing with the Ohio AFL-CIO for labor contractors. 
 
         5   In that situation, I don't think they were even offered 
 
         6   a comment to be involved. 
 
         7             A lot of people in this area work for OSU and 
 
         8   the City of Columbus.  Some people used to work at 
 
         9   DCSC, but not that many anymore. 
 
        10             So, basically, I'm asking for the Aviation 
 
        11   Department and administration to be fair with the 
 
        12   people in this area and give us some good understanding 
 
        13   on what the project is going to be down the road -- 
 
        14   which you have done, but give us a fair deal and maybe 
 
        15   we can use some contractors that would help us keep our 
 
        16   house value up, or else give us a chance to move out 
 
        17   and give us a fair deal on our homes. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very 
 
        19   much, sir, for coming. 
 
        20             MR. PRICE:  You're welcome. 
 
        21             Now, is there any way I can get a copy of 
 
        22   that mailed to me or anything? 
 
        23             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Actually, what will 
 
        24   happen is:  When the final EIS is published, all the 
 
        25   transcripts and the comments will be included -- 
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         1             MR. PRICE:  Okay. 
 
         2             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- in that 
 
         3   document -- 
 
         4             MR. PRICE:  That's fine.  Thank you very 
 
         5   much. 
 
         6             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- and the FAA will 
 
         7   actually respond. 
 
         8             MR. PRICE:  That's fine.  That's fine.  Thank 
 
         9   you very much. 
 
        10             (Mr. Price leaves room.) 
 
        11                            - - - 
 
        12                   BEVERLY COLLINS HAWKINS 
 
        13                            - - - 
 
        14             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  My name is Marie 
 
        15   Keister and I am the Public Hearing Officer -- 
 
        16             MS. HAWKINS:  Okay. 
 
        17             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- and we'll let 
 
        18   you have a seat and I'm just giving you a couple ground 
 
        19   rules before you begin. 
 
        20             What we'll do is:  We'll give you three 
 
        21   minutes roughly -- I'm going to time you but if it's 
 
        22   3:10, I'm not going to stop you. -- to invite your 
 
        23   comments on the EIS, the Environmental Impact Statement 
 
        24   underway here at Port Columbus. 
 
        25             So, what we'd like you to do is to start with 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 



    24 
 
 
         1   your name and we'd like you to spell that so we can get 
 
         2   it down accurately, and your address, and then you may 
 
         3   begin. 
 
         4             MS. HAWKINS:  Beverly.  Spell "Beverly"? 
 
         5             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Yes, please. 
 
         6             MS. HAWKINS:  Beverly, B-E-V-E-R-L-Y; 
 
         7   Collins, C-O-L-L-I-N-S; Hawkins, H-A-W-K-I-N-S. 
 
         8   Address, 1623 DePorres, that's 
 
         9   capital-D-E-capital-P-O-R-R-E-S, Drive, 43219. 
 
        10             Okay.  I came here to this meeting today 
 
        11   because I have been interested in the environmental 
 
        12   study for the past 25 years, and really before that. 
 
        13   We have lived in this neighborhood for over 40 years, 
 
        14   and when we first moved here, the traffic of the 
 
        15   airplanes was so bad, our whole house shook. 
 
        16             We lived in a brand-new house.  The windows 
 
        17   cracked and you couldn't even hear yourself talk, okay? 
 
        18   And we didn't have any idea about an airplane 
 
        19   traffic-flow study at that time -- at least I didn't, 
 
        20   being a teen-ager.  But as I grew older, I decided I 
 
        21   would check it out for my parents and so I started 
 
        22   calling the Airport Authorities, and then, come to find 
 
        23   out, there was some type of program, 65 or something 
 
        24   that you had that covered a certain circumference of 
 
        25   ground, and ours was always left out.  We were always 
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         1   in the middle of your plan but never -- never in that 
 
         2   area, but the planes always flew over our house. 
 
         3             And then right after I complained about it, 
 
         4   about -- Then I started complaining, about, let's say, 
 
         5   15 years ago. 
 
         6             Then the plan was over in our area again, to 
 
         7   a certain -- they had it marked off, the areas that 
 
         8   were marked off and that were approved for 
 
         9   improvements.  Now, again, now, this has been six years 
 
        10   ago -- maybe six years ago that I complained again to 
 
        11   try and get some answers as to why that we couldn't be 
 
        12   covered under your plan, and they tell me, "Wait for 
 
        13   the next meeting." 
 
        14             Well, this is the next meeting and we're 
 
        15   still not under your plan and we have been -- like I 
 
        16   said, this has been going on for 40-something years. 
 
        17   Why we're left out of the plan, I have no idea, but it 
 
        18   puts cracks in the foundation, it has destroyed our 
 
        19   windows, it has destroyed our roofing, and I just don't 
 
        20   understand. 
 
        21             I mean, they say that they do a 
 
        22   computer-generated circumference.  That's fine, 
 
        23   well-and-good.  What about a generated circumference 
 
        24   from ground to air, you know, so when the airplanes go 
 
        25   up, then that's the noises, that's the area that you 
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         1   could shut off instead of doing a ground one?  I don't 
 
         2   know, I'm not a scientist, but I do have common sense 
 
         3   enough to know that we are definitely in your area. 
 
         4   Like, we're a hundred feet from this one street that 
 
         5   you cut us off.  That doesn't cut the noise off. 
 
         6             So, I just want to just beg your pardon.  If 
 
         7   you could just help us out, that's all we need.  And 
 
         8   like I said, for 40 years?  How much longer do we have 
 
         9   to wait? 
 
        10             Thank you. 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you so much 
 
        12   for your comments. 
 
        13             MS. HAWKINS:  How would I know if we hear 
 
        14   something back from our comments, because I know you 
 
        15   are going to get some pretty good comments? 
 
        16             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  What happens:  This 
 
        17   all goes into the Environmental Impact Statement 
 
        18   document.  The transcripts that she is preparing will 
 
        19   all be part of that document and then the FAA actually 
 
        20   responds to all the comments and that becomes available 
 
        21   to the public. 
 
        22             MS. HAWKINS:  Well, you know, I know my time 
 
        23   is up -- 
 
        24             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Yeah.  I'm not 
 
        25   officially supposed to answer questions.  That's what 
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         1   the staff is for in the -- 
 
         2             MS. HAWKINS:  Well, you know, there's a young 
 
         3   man in there and I think that he's one of the guys that 
 
         4   I talked to about seven years ago.  I mean, I'm just -- 
 
         5   he's just telling me the same thing.  I mean, what was 
 
         6   the purpose of me coming here today?  I mean, I'm here 
 
         7   today because you asked me to come and it would make a 
 
         8   difference if I showed my face and walked in the room. 
 
         9   But it's no different.  And I don't think that's fair. 
 
        10   I really, really don't.  That's not fair because we're 
 
        11   all human, we all have things to do in life and all we 
 
        12   want is what's right and what's owed and what's 
 
        13   deserving.  Nobody is trying to take something from 
 
        14   nobody.  I mean, if you owe people this for that, then 
 
        15   do this, do that, you know?  It's just helping your 
 
        16   community. 
 
        17             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you for 
 
        18   coming. 
 
        19             (Ms. Hawkins leaves room.) 
 
        20                            - - - 
 
        21                      LAWRENCE BUTTRUM 
 
        22                            - - - 
 
        23             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Hi there, sir. 
 
        24             MR. BUTTRUM:  How you doing? 
 
        25             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Good. 
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         1             My name Marie Keister and I am the Public 
 
         2   Hearing Officer tonight so I just want to give you a 
 
         3   little orientation before you give your testimony. 
 
         4             MR. BUTTRUM:  Okay. 
 
         5             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I am going to be 
 
         6   timing you.  In theory, you have just three minutes, 
 
         7   but we don't have a long line. 
 
         8             MR. BUTTRUM:  Okay. 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And what we're 
 
        10   asking for your comments on tonight is the Port 
 
        11   Columbus International Airport Environmental Impact 
 
        12   Statement. 
 
        13             I am not authorized to answer questions; I'm 
 
        14   just here to take your testimony and our Court Reporter 
 
        15   will be taking a transcript of that for the record, 
 
        16   that will be in the final environmental document. 
 
        17             MR. BUTTRUM:  Okay. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  So if you would 
 
        19   start with your name and spell it, and address. 
 
        20             MR. BUTTRUM:  Lawrence Buttrum, 
 
        21   L-A-W-R-E-N-C-E, B-U-T-T-R-U-M.  Address, 1655 DePorres 
 
        22   Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43219. 
 
        23             What I just don't understand is how one 
 
        24   street over is not -- I'm at the cutoff but I can watch 
 
        25   the planes come in every night if I'm sitting outside, 
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         1   and see them coming through, see them slowing down. 
 
         2   They get right over our street and you can hear the 
 
         3   engines slowing down with the big rumble, and they say 
 
         4   that we are at the cutoff.  I just don't understand 
 
         5   that.  It's just kind of weird, you know? 
 
         6             I understand there's changes, and the guy 
 
         7   explained to me that, 10 years ago -- but there's still 
 
         8   planes flying from 10 years ago too and I don't 
 
         9   understand.  I don't quite get the line, the whole -- I 
 
        10   understand the expansion.  I understand all that.  But 
 
        11   what I don't understand is how you can say just two 
 
        12   steps or maybe four yards across a creek and the next 
 
        13   street over, versus our street, that we don't qualify 
 
        14   for the sound problems.  That's about it. 
 
        15             Then I also feel sorry for the people over on 
 
        16   Cassady area, over by the viaduct, off of 13th area, 
 
        17   where they are tearing their homes down.  And that's 
 
        18   not a problem so much, because I have a friend that 
 
        19   lives over there, that they don't mind moving, but they 
 
        20   don't want to give the -- It's not the house they want; 
 
        21   they want the land.  And they own a lot-and-a-half, 
 
        22   which -- two full lots, but they only want to pay for 
 
        23   the house, and it's not the house that they want.  So, 
 
        24   maybe people -- you know, maybe they kind of should 
 
        25   look at that, too.  So I guess that's about it on my 
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         1   statement. 
 
         2             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very much 
 
         3   for coming in.  Appreciate it. 
 
         4             MR. BUTTRUM:  No problem. 
 
         5             (Mr. Buttrum leaves room.) 
 
         6                            - - - 
 
         7                        YVONNE IRVINE 
 
         8                            - - - 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Hi there. 
 
        10             MS. IRVINE:  Hi.  How are you? 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I'm good. 
 
        12             My name is Marie Keister and I'm the Public 
 
        13   Hearing Officer this evening. 
 
        14             MS. IRVINE:  Okay. 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And I want to give 
 
        16   you a quick orientation. 
 
        17             MS. IRVINE:  Okay. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  We are here to take 
 
        19   your comments on the Environmental Impact Statement and 
 
        20   I am really not authorized to answer questions. 
 
        21             MS. IRVINE:  I see. 
 
        22             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  We are here to 
 
        23   listen to your testimony and we'll take a transcript of 
 
        24   it. 
 
        25             MS. IRVINE:  Okay. 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  We will give you 
 
         2   roughly three minutes, and what we'd like you to do is 
 
         3   to start with your name and your address, and if you 
 
         4   could help us by spelling some of those things, that 
 
         5   helps our Court Reporter. 
 
         6             MS. IRVINE:  Okay.  All right.  My name is 
 
         7   Yvonne, Y-V-O-N-N-E, last name Irvine, I-R-V-I-N-E, and 
 
         8   I'm at 2707 Roxbury Road, Columbus, Ohio 43219.  Need a 
 
         9   phone number? 
 
        10             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  (Negative shaking 
 
        11   of head.) 
 
        12             MS. IRVINE:  Okay.  And I just had a couple 
 
        13   of concerns.  I was trying to find out, first of all, 
 
        14   even though my house doesn't fall into that group of 
 
        15   houses that's going to be eradicated, what would I 
 
        16   qualify for, or would I qualify for anything in terms 
 
        17   of noise, additional noise and that type of thing?  For 
 
        18   example, more insulation or windows, better windows? 
 
        19   And how do I find out if my address on Roxbury would 
 
        20   qualify for that?  And if I qualify, how soon would I 
 
        21   qualify to have that done?  That's my main concern. 
 
        22             And the other concern is:  Is there any 
 
        23   projection for extending beyond those homes on 
 
        24   Kenilworth and 13th that are going to be eradicated, 
 
        25   further into the neighborhood? 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 

radams
Text Box
6.12

radams
Pencil

radams
Text Box
6.13

radams
Pencil



    32 
 
 
         1             And then lastly, you know, what can we expect 
 
         2   in terms of more noise, more discomfort in terms of the 
 
         3   planes and that type of thing?  Bigger planes, longer 
 
         4   runways?  That's kind of my issue. 
 
         5             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very much 
 
         6   for your comments. 
 
         7             MS. IRVINE:  Okay.  Now, will they send me 
 
         8   something to answer my comments or -- 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  All of these 
 
        10   comments will be compiled in a transcript and included 
 
        11   in the final environmental document and those comments 
 
        12   will have responses to them in that document. 
 
        13             MS. IRVINE:  Okay. 
 
        14             (Ms. Irvine leaves room.) 
 
        15             (Ms. Irvine returns to room.) 
 
        16             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  What we're doing in 
 
        17   your case is:  Would you like to amend your comments? 
 
        18             MS. IRVINE:  Yes. 
 
        19             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Okay.  Would you 
 
        20   restate your name again? 
 
        21             MS. IRVINE:  Okay.  Yvonne Irvine, 2707 
 
        22   Roxbury Road, Columbus, Ohio 43219. 
 
        23             And I just spoke with the Airport Authority 
 
        24   gentleman in there and he's telling me that only the 
 
        25   houses that face Kenilworth would be eligible for any 
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         1   type of protection from the additional traffic noise 
 
         2   and that type of thing.  So, what I'm wanting to find 
 
         3   out:  Who do we go to?  Because the Airport Authority 
 
         4   is saying, "We will not fund anything else.  We are 
 
         5   going to help these people on Kenilworth and everybody 
 
         6   else is on their own." 
 
         7             So who does everybody else go to?  Because 
 
         8   the noise now, from the time that I've lived there till 
 
         9   now, has already increased.  The traffic has increased, 
 
        10   the noise has increased.  I can't imagine more noise. 
 
        11   So what I'm trying to find out:  If the Airport 
 
        12   Authority won't pay for it, who do the other community 
 
        13   members go to, to get help for insulation and that type 
 
        14   of thing for their homes?  Because they certainly -- if 
 
        15   you live on Kenilworth and your house faces Kenilworth 
 
        16   and I live two doors down, I'm certainly going to be 
 
        17   just as much affected as you are, even though that's 
 
        18   where the Airport Authority has drawn the line to spend 
 
        19   their money.  So I need to know who we go to.  The 
 
        20   city?  What happens from there? 
 
        21             Thank you.  Have a nice evening. 
 
        22             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you.  Thanks 
 
        23   for coming back. 
 
        24             (Ms. Irvine leaves room.) 
 
        25                            - - - 
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         1                       VINCENT KELLEY 
 
         2                            - - - 
 
         3             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I am your Hearing 
 
         4   Officer this evening and we are taking comments in this 
 
         5   room for the Port Columbus International Airport 
 
         6   Environmental Impact Statement.  As your Hearing 
 
         7   Officer, I can't answer questions; I'm not really 
 
         8   authorized to do that.  We are just here to take your 
 
         9   testimony and it will become part of the public 
 
        10   comments included in the Final Environmental Impact 
 
        11   Statement and the FAA will respond to that document, as 
 
        12   well. 
 
        13             MR. KELLEY:  They'll respond to me or just in 
 
        14   general, everyone? 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  In general, 
 
        16   everyone. 
 
        17             MR. KELLEY:  Okay. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And so we'll give 
 
        19   you roughly three minutes and we'd like you to give us 
 
        20   your name and spell it for us, and your address, and 
 
        21   then we'll let you get started. 
 
        22             MR. KELLEY:  Oh, okay, I can give you the 
 
        23   name and address.  That's the easy part.  Vincent 
 
        24   Kelly, V-I-N-C-E-N-T, Kelly, K-E-L-L-E-Y.  Address, 
 
        25   1609 DePorres Drive. 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You can begin. 
 
         2             MR. KELLEY:  Oh, okay. 
 
         3             I just think this is an unfair system because 
 
         4   the planes come over our homes, but to our neighbors or 
 
         5   the houses right behind us, they are getting all this 
 
         6   done.  Then they say, all of a sudden, the plane has no 
 
         7   more noise once it reaches our home. 
 
         8             That's pretty much all I have.  Sweet and 
 
         9   simple.  Thank you. 
 
        10             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  We appreciate you 
 
        11   coming in.  Thank you very much. 
 
        12             MR. KELLEY:  Uh-huh.  Have a good day. 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You too. 
 
        14             (Mr. Kelley leaves room.) 
 
        15                            - - - 
 
        16                        GREGORY GREEN 
 
        17                            - - - 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I am Marie Keister 
 
        19   and I am the Hearing Officer, so I'm going to give you 
 
        20   a couple ground rules. 
 
        21             MR. GREEN:  This is my son. 
 
        22             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Hi there.  How are 
 
        23   you? 
 
        24             What we are going to do is:  We are welcoming 
 
        25   your comments on the Port Columbus International 
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         1   Airport Environmental Impact Statement, and what we'll 
 
         2   do is, we'll give you three minutes.  I am going to 
 
         3   time you but if you go over a little bit, I'm not going 
 
         4   to stop you because we don't have a big, long line. 
 
         5             MR. GREEN:  All right. 
 
         6             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  And in my role as 
 
         7   the Hearing Officer, I'm really not supposed to answer 
 
         8   questions.  We are just here to take comments so they 
 
         9   can be part of the transcript of the Environmental 
 
        10   Impact Statement. 
 
        11             MR. GREEN:  Who is going to review this final 
 
        12   transcript? 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  It will be reviewed 
 
        14   by the Project Team and Federal Aviation Administration 
 
        15   and Port Columbus.  So, it will be fully reviewed.  So, 
 
        16   what we'd like you to do -- 
 
        17             MR. GREEN:  So there is nobody that will 
 
        18   actually represent the residents, that is going to hear 
 
        19   this, or somebody that would -- You know what I mean? 
 
        20             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You know, what I'd 
 
        21   like to do:  I'm not supposed to -- 
 
        22             MR. GREEN:  Answer questions? 
 
        23             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- get into a lot 
 
        24   of different questions, but after we're done, I'll 
 
        25   direct you where you might go to find some of those 
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         1   answers. 
 
         2             MR. GREEN:  Okay. 
 
         3             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  So, if you would 
 
         4   start with your name and spell it for us, and your 
 
         5   address. 
 
         6             MR. GREEN:  My name is Gregory Green, 
 
         7   G-R-E-G-O-R-Y, Green, G-R-E-E-N.  I live currently at 
 
         8   3154 East 13th Avenue.  My property is not one that's 
 
         9   directly affected by the land acquisition.  I'm about 
 
        10   five or six houses off, somewhere in there.  I'm real 
 
        11   close, though. 
 
        12             Only thing I would like to say is: 
 
        13   Currently -- I'm also a real estate broker and I know 
 
        14   that, currently, the market is down, the values are 
 
        15   down, the prices are down, so this is an opportune time 
 
        16   for buyers.  It's not the greatest time for sellers. 
 
        17   So hopefully, these people owning these properties that 
 
        18   the airport is looking to acquire, hopefully, they 
 
        19   won't be taken advantage of. 
 
        20             Again, they talk about appraisals, and 
 
        21   appraisals are, Number 1, the main way to get an 
 
        22   appraisal -- or the main way to determine -- first of 
 
        23   all, it's an opinion, but the main way to determine the 
 
        24   value for an appraisal is from comparable sales.  Most 
 
        25   of the sales in that area are foreclosures, and, you 
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         1   know, foreclosures as well below -- or sold or bought 
 
         2   or, you know, acquired well below market.  So there's a 
 
         3   chance that, again, a lot of these people may be taken 
 
         4   advantage of.  And really, that's kind of the reason 
 
         5   that I'm here:  To hopefully be able to help out in 
 
         6   that area and make sure that that doesn't happen, as 
 
         7   best I can. 
 
         8             That's it. 
 
         9             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  That's great. 
 
        10   Thank you very much. 
 
        11             MR. GREEN:  Okay. 
 
        12             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  We're done. 
 
        13             (Mr. Green leaves room.) 
 
        14                            - - - 
 
        15                      BARBARA HAMILTON 
 
        16                            - - - 
 
        17             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I am Marie Keister. 
 
        18   I'm the Public Hearing Officer tonight, and let me just 
 
        19   give you a couple of orientation tips here. 
 
        20             We are accepting comments for the Port 
 
        21   Columbus International Airport Environmental Impact 
 
        22   Statement.  As the Hearing Officer, I'm not really 
 
        23   allowed to answer a lot of questions.  For that, you 
 
        24   would want to go back into the Open House portion. 
 
        25             We will be taking your comments.  They will 
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         1   become part of the transcript that's included in the 
 
         2   Environmental Impact Statement document that goes to 
 
         3   the Federal Aviation Administration, and then they 
 
         4   respond back to those comments in the final document. 
 
         5             So we'll give you three minutes, you know, 
 
         6   plus.  I'm not going to cut you right off at three 
 
         7   minutes. 
 
         8             MS. HAMILTON:  Just go like this 
 
         9   (indicating). 
 
        10             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Yeah.  And it 
 
        11   really has not been an issue tonight. 
 
        12             And what we'd like you to do is start with 
 
        13   your name and we'd like you to spell it, and state your 
 
        14   address -- 
 
        15             MS. HAMILTON:  Okay. 
 
        16             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- and then I'll 
 
        17   start the clock. 
 
        18             MS. HAMILTON:  My name is Barbara Hamilton, 
 
        19   B-A-R-B-A-R-A, H-A-M-I-L-T-O-N.  I live at 3262 Lone 
 
        20   Spruce, L-O-N-E, S-P-R-U-C-E, Road, Columbus, Ohio 
 
        21   43219. 
 
        22             My comment is just that:  I understand that 
 
        23   they are going to be opening the noise zone for 
 
        24   soundproofing homes.  Well, the line is right on my 
 
        25   street and I live on the other side where they are not 
 
 
                             FRALEY, COOPER & ASSOCIATES 
                (800) 852-6163     (614) 228-0018     (740) 345-8556 

radams
Text Box
6.2

radams
Pencil



    40 
 
 
         1   going to be soundproofing and I'd just like to be 
 
         2   considered, on the opposite side of the street, for the 
 
         3   soundproofing of the homes.  We do get noise.  My 
 
         4   pictures do shift on the wall from the planes. 
 
         5             I was wondering why my pictures were kind of 
 
         6   crooked and I figured it out, and it's because of the 
 
         7   vibration from the planes.  And so I'm pretty sure 
 
         8   that -- On the phone, I have to stop talking a minute 
 
         9   for the plane to go by.  So I just hope that they would 
 
        10   consider the other side of Lone Spruce for the noise 
 
        11   barrier, for the soundproofing for the homes. 
 
        12             That's all I wanted to comment about. 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you.  We 
 
        14   appreciate that. 
 
        15                            - - - 
 
        16                       DARYIA HAMILTON 
 
        17                            - - - 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Do you want to give 
 
        19   a comment? 
 
        20             MS. HAMILTON:  She lives with me. 
 
        21             MS. DARYIA HAMILTON:  I have the same problem 
 
        22   as her.  I have to stop. 
 
        23             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Would you like to 
 
        24   make a comment? 
 
        25             MS. DARYIA HAMILTON:  Sure. 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Might as well. 
 
         2             Here, come on up.  That way, you can say 
 
         3   you've done your first Public Hearing. 
 
         4             MS. DARYIA HAMILTON:  There you go. 
 
         5             My name is Daryia Hamilton, D-A-R-Y-I-A, 
 
         6   H-A-M-I-L-T-O-N.  I also stay at 3262 Lone Spruce Road. 
 
         7   And it's just very uncomfortable at 5 o'clock in the 
 
         8   morning, 6 o'clock in the morning, to hear a plane wake 
 
         9   you up out of your sleep to be -- you know, it's very 
 
        10   uncomfortable, especially being pregnant or any small 
 
        11   children in the house that sleep light. 
 
        12             As my mother said, we have to stop a phone 
 
        13   conversation or close a window when a plane comes by, 
 
        14   just so you can even hear. 
 
        15             It's very uncomfortable when you are having 
 
        16   an outside barbecue gathering. 
 
        17             That's it. 
 
        18             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Okay.  Thank you 
 
        19   very much.  I appreciate it. 
 
        20             MS. DARYIA HAMILTON:  Thank you. 
 
        21             (Ms. Barbara Hamilton and Ms. Daryia Hamilton 
 
        22   leave room.) 
 
        23                            - - - 
 
        24                       RUTH ARMSTRONG 
 
        25                            - - - 
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         1             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  My name is Marie 
 
         2   Keister.  I'm the Public Hearing Officer and so I'd 
 
         3   like to just give you a couple of orientation remarks. 
 
         4             MS. ARMSTRONG:  Uh-huh. 
 
         5             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  What we are doing 
 
         6   here is:  We are accepting oral testimony for the 
 
         7   Environmental Impact Statement for Port Columbus, and 
 
         8   what we'll do is, we'll give you three minutes.  I, as 
 
         9   Hearing Officer, am not really allowed to answer 
 
        10   questions and get into a dialogue.  We are just taking 
 
        11   your comments -- 
 
        12             MS. ARMSTRONG:  Right. 
 
        13             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- but we'd like 
 
        14   you to start with your name and we'd like you to spell 
 
        15   it, and your address. 
 
        16             MS. ARMSTRONG:  My name is Ruth Armstrong, 
 
        17   and that's R-U-T-H, last name Armstrong, 
 
        18   A-R-M-S-T-R-O-N-G.  My address, 1663 DePorres Drive, 
 
        19   Columbus, Ohio 43219. 
 
        20             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Okay.  Begin. 
 
        21             MS. ARMSTRONG:  Basically, my three minutes 
 
        22   are -- I wrote this out, and just in case someone would 
 
        23   see it, that's why I came to you. 
 
        24             I feel as though -- I wrote this out. -- the 
 
        25   workshop for June the 11th, 2008 was not needed for the 
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         1   area of people invited into the Brentnell School.  The 
 
         2   project for new planning on repair of houses is seen to 
 
         3   be closer to the airport, at least that's what I was 
 
         4   shown as far as the new direction that they are going. 
 
         5   It's closer to the airport than the area you are 
 
         6   holding the Public Workshop for. 
 
         7             I think this meeting was really unnecessary 
 
         8   and I do believe that -- why they would have a meeting 
 
         9   like this, I don't know, because what I was shown on 
 
        10   the map is that the things that they are looking at as 
 
        11   far as going to repair windows or houses or whatever 
 
        12   they do, is going back towards the airport.  It's not 
 
        13   coming this way. 
 
        14             I live on DePorres.  The street they stopped 
 
        15   at was Vendome.  Vendome is here (indicating).  The 
 
        16   next street is DePorres.  And I could not understand 
 
        17   why our street was not included.  Agler, the next 
 
        18   street over, was included.  Hope was included. 
 
        19   DePorres was like -- there's a little street here.  Not 
 
        20   included.  Maybe because it was so small.  I don't 
 
        21   know.  It's just a very short street.  And as you go 
 
        22   around the corner, it becomes Toni.  So maybe they just 
 
        23   didn't look at it because it's such -- maybe 10 houses 
 
        24   on the street or 15 houses.  And I think that was very 
 
        25   unfair. 
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         1             As I told the guy out there, I can see people 
 
         2   going over in the airplanes.  The airplanes go over on 
 
         3   DePorres just like they go over Vendome, same pattern, 
 
         4   but they did those streets. 
 
         5             So, I wrote this out and, you know, I really 
 
         6   thought that -- I really think that I can't say it's a 
 
         7   con because I know that people have put effort into 
 
         8   making this possible to come in here and do this but I 
 
         9   really don't think it was necessary, not from what I 
 
        10   was shown on the map. 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very much 
 
        12   for your comment. 
 
        13             MS. ARMSTRONG:  Okay. 
 
        14             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  You are welcome to 
 
        15   leave the written comment, too, if you'd like. 
 
        16             MS. ARMSTRONG:  Yeah, I'm going to put it in 
 
        17   the little box.  That's why I came:  To give it to you 
 
        18   and I'm going to put it in the box and I signed my name 
 
        19   too. 
 
        20             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you so much. 
 
        21             (Ms. Armstrong leaves room.) 
 
        22                            - - - 
 
        23                        HAZEL WOMACK 
 
        24                            - - - 
 
        25             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I am the Hearing 
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         1   Officer.  My name is Marie Keister and I just want to 
 
         2   give you a couple of orientation tips. 
 
         3             MS. WOMACK:  Okay. 
 
         4             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  What Sylvia and I 
 
         5   are doing is taking your comments.  As the Hearing 
 
         6   Officer, I am not really allowed to get into a dialogue 
 
         7   and answer a bunch of questions.  That's what the Open 
 
         8   House is for.  And we'll give you at least three 
 
         9   minutes to make your comments.  We would like you to 
 
        10   state your name and spell it for us -- 
 
        11             MS. WOMACK:  Okay. 
 
        12             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  -- and also give us 
 
        13   your street address. 
 
        14             MS. WOMACK:  Okay. 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  So, when you're 
 
        16   ready.  I'm going to time you, but don't worry about 
 
        17   that.  There's not a long line waiting. 
 
        18             MS. WOMACK:  Okay. 
 
        19             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  When you're ready. 
 
        20             MS. WOMACK:  Okay, I'm ready. 
 
        21             My name is Hazel Womack.  That's H-A-Z-E-L, 
 
        22   W-O-M-A-C-K.  I reside at 1593 DePorres Drive in 
 
        23   Columbus, Ohio 43219. 
 
        24             I came out to the Open House this evening 
 
        25   because I was concerned about the -- frequently, we've 
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         1   had situations where people around us, they have been 
 
         2   given compensation for the noise level of the aircraft 
 
         3   and our street is always avoided.  It's always been 
 
         4   said that it doesn't come in the pathway.  I don't know 
 
         5   how much more noise the other people have because we 
 
         6   not only see it, we hear it constantly. 
 
         7             Sometimes you worry whether or not the planes 
 
         8   are coming into the house, they can be that noisy, and 
 
         9   I was concerned as to what the Open House was for, if 
 
        10   it was just to educate us that there was going to be a 
 
        11   new runway around us and that we were still excluded, 
 
        12   or if it was actually to come in and ask for our input 
 
        13   as to why we felt that we should be included in the 
 
        14   contour lines of eligibility for trying to insulate 
 
        15   against some of the noise.  So, that was what I came in 
 
        16   to say. 
 
        17             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  I appreciate that. 
 
        18             MS. WOMACK:  I think that we need to be 
 
        19   reassessed.  I spoke to a couple of the gentlemen in 
 
        20   the other room and their explanation was that they had 
 
        21   used software, pretty much, in determining noise level 
 
        22   and as to how far we extend for different streets.  And 
 
        23   I feel that they should also come out to do it because 
 
        24   the aircraft is in the air.  It may have been initially 
 
        25   based off of new aircraft, which is just like a new 
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         1   car; it's not going to have as much noise level on it, 
 
         2   and I think that they need to reevaluate it.  There are 
 
         3   a whole lot of old planes in the air and they need to 
 
         4   reevaluate, physically come out and assess it, just 
 
         5   like you would do a scientific experiment.  And if it 
 
         6   means doing it daily, taking a random selection of it 
 
         7   for a month of it, then fine, but I'd appreciate that 
 
         8   more than them just calculating it off of some 
 
         9   software, okay? 
 
        10             Thank you. 
 
        11             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  Thank you very 
 
        12   much. 
 
        13             (Ms. Womack leaves room. 
 
        14                            - - - 
 
        15             HEARING OFFICER KEISTER:  It is 8 o'clock on 
 
        16   June 11, so I am officially closing the Public Hearing 
 
        17   for the Port Columbus International Airport 
 
        18   Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
        19                           - - - 
 
        20             Thereupon, at 8:00 p.m., on Wednesday, June 
 
        21   11, 2008, the hearing was concluded. 
 
        22                            - - - 
 
        23 
 
        24 
 
        25 
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         1                            - - - 
 
         2             HEARING OFFICER ADAMS:  My name is Rob Adams. 
 
         3   I am the Hearing Officer for the Port Columbus 
 
         4   Environmental Impact Statement Public Hearing.  It is 
 
         5   June 12 at approximately 5 p.m. and we are opening the 
 
         6   hearing portion of the meeting. 
 
         7                            - - - 
 
         8             HEARING OFFICER ADAMS:  It's 7:30 p.m.  We 
 
         9   are closing the hearing due to severe storms and power 
 
        10   outage in the facility. 
 
        11                           - - - 
 
        12             Thereupon, at 7:30 p.m., on Thursday, June 
 
        13   12, 2008, the hearing was concluded. 
 
        14                            - - - 
 
        15 
 
        16 
 
        17 
 
        18 
 
        19 
 
        20 
 
        21 
 
        22 
 
        23 
 
        24 
 
        25 
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