ST. GEORGE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

APPENDIX Q
PUBLIC HEARING MATERIALS

A Public Hearing to hear and accept comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the St. George Replacement Airport was held concurrently with
a final Public Workshop approximately thirty days after the Draft EIS document was
distributed for public review. This Public Hearing/Public Workshop was held on
October 19, 2005 at the Dixie Center in St. George, Utah, from 3:00 p.m. to

7:00 p.m.

Meeting advertisements, sign-in sheets, and local press coverage documenting the
Public Hearing/Public Workshop and the interested citizens that attended are
presented in this appendix. All comments received on the Draft EIS document and
the FAA responses to those comments are presented in Appendix R in the Final
EIS.
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Article published Oct 26, 2005

Deadline nears for airport comments
« Environmental impact concerns taken until Nov. 8

By BRIAN PASSEY
bpassey@thespectrum.com

ST. GEORGE - There are less than two weeks left for public comment on the draft
environmental impact statement for the proposed St. George replacement airport.

Some members of the public had a chance to comment during a public hearing Qct. 19 in St.
George, but there is still a chance to comment on the EIS by e-mail, fax or letter. As for city
officials who are working to move the project forward and an environmental group that wants
to make sure noise from the new airport will not be too disruptive to Zion National Park, they
now have to wait and see how the Federal Aviation Administration will address the comments.

"Right now it's kind of a waiting game,” said Michael La Pier, who recently took over
management of the St. George Airport. "Until the comment period is over there is not much
more the city or its consultants can do.”

La Pier said that following the comment period, there will be a review by city officials, their
consulting firm - Landrum and Brown - and the FAA. There likely will be some amendments to
the EIS in reflection of what was said during the comment period. However, La Pier said city
officials will not know if there are any obstacles to going forward with a final EIS until the
comment period is closed.

Dick Hingson, an overflight specialist for the Grand Canyon Trust environmental group, still
has some concerns about the EIS. His group filed suit against the FAA in April 2001,
challenging the adequacy of an earlier environmental assessment for the airport. The FAA
concluded - in that assessment - there would be no significant environmental impacts from the
project.

In May 2002 the court said the FAA must evaluate the cumulative impact of noise poliution on
Zion National Park as a result of the proposed airport. The FAA then decided to prepare a
complete environmental impact statement.

Hingson said 91 percent of the park is supposed to be managed as wilderness and his group |
is concerned about the potential cumulative aviation noise if the airport is built. The new EIS is |
an important part of disclosing this point properly and in a way the public can understand, he

said.

The Grand Canyon Trust is commenting on a number of things that were not properly
deveioped the way they should have been in the EIS, Hingson said. He said some information
was not included and data was not as precise as it should have been in some areas.

One concern for Hingson is that few outside noises are heard in backcountry areas of Zion
other than aircraft.

"I's like somebody revving up a motor every five minutes,” he said. "It destroys the whole
dignity of the experience...What is needed is mitigation and we don't see serious mitigation in
this document.”

http://www.thespectrum.com/apps/pbes.dil/article? AID=2005510260310&... 10/31/2005
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Hingson conceded that the draff EIS is better than the initial environmental assessment, but
he said there still are some serious defects. The trust, however, has not just highlighted
problems, but also has proposed some solutions.

An obvious mitigation of noise in Zion is to route air traffic around some or all of the park.
Hingson said this would not take much effort because it is done all the time for military special
use areas. Not every flight across the country is in a straight line and every type of
transportation has some kind of constraint, he said.

"There's room for creative route design there," he said.

On the city end, Larry Bulloch, director of the Public Works Department, is satisfied with the
draft EIS and said it is probably the most complex and in-depth environmental study ever
done on an airport anywhere in the nation. It is nine incheas thick and cost about $3 million, he
said.

"We're very pleased with the thoroughness of the document,” Bulloch said. "A review of the
document makes it fairly clear that the impacts are minimal in regard to noise issues at Zion
National Park."

Bulloch said the FAA has been working closely with the National Park Service and he hopes
the document satisfies the park service's concerns about noise at Zion National Park. He also
said the city feels the requirements of the court ruling have been satisfied.

The EIS did not study just the proposed replacement airport, it studied 17 different airports to
determine noise impacts. Bulloch said it also studied a total of 9,200 square miles and not just
the 1,300 acres the new airport would sit on.

“They've been more than thorough,” he said of Landrum and Brown. "They went far and away
beyond what was expected.”

http://www thespectrum.com/apps/pbes.dil/article? AID=2005510260310&... 10/31/2005




Friday, November 4, 2005

St. George wants to get moving on airport

Getting belt route: City officials are also considering a freeway that will
connect area communities teo I-15

By Mark Havnes

The Salt Lake (UT)} Tribune

ST. GEORGE - A new $107 million airport to be built east of this
southwestern Utah city moved closer to reality this week as officials met to
push for the release of an envircnmental study.

That's not all for this fast-growing city. Also in the works is a new
beltway connecting St. George and Interstate 15 to surrounding communities.
&nd planners are working to identify problems and propose solutions to
improve traffic flow along St. George's major surface streets.

Planning for the airport was stalled in 2001 when the Grand Canyon Trust
filed a suit against the Federal Aviation Administration, claiming the
original envirocnmental assesasment (EA) to identify aircraft noise impacts on
Zion National Park was inadequate.

A judge agreed and called for a more comprehensive environmental-impact
statement (EIS). A draft EIS, completed by the FAA and the National Park
Service was released in September. Final approval, anticipated in spring,
will let the project take off again, but with additional costs.

"The delay increased the cost of the project by $15 million," said St.
George Public Works Director Larry Bulloch on Thursday.

Bulloch, along with mayor Daniel D. Mcarthur and Michael LaPier, manager of
the current St. George airport, met with Sen. Orrin Hatch in Washington on
Wednesday to address any final concerns.

Hatch said in a news release that he hopes the process can proceed in an
expeditious‘manner go it will be ready to handle increased demand expected
for the popular area.

"S5t. George needs this new alrport, and the city has gone above and beyond
what's necessary to address the endless demands by environmental
extremists, " said Hatch.

Roger Clark, the air and energy director for the Grand Canyon Trust, said on
Thursday the group was preparing comments on the draft EIS that will be
delivered by next Tuesday.

Clark said the trust remains concerned about the projected increased number
of flights over Zion and potential impacts on plants and wildlife in the
park.

At 13 inches thick, Bulloch called the EIS one of the most lengthy he has
ever seen. In addition to projecting ncise impacts from the proposed new
airport, the document takes intec account the impact from 17 regional
airports dotting 9,200 square miles in and around southwestern Utah.

Bulloch said the airport is needed because the current one does not meet
design standards required by the FAA to accommodate larger private jets and
commercial aircraft like the jet planes St. George-based SkyWest Airlines
plans to put into future service.



A funding formula is still being worked out to determine the financial
obligations of the federal government and the city.

The new airport will be accessed by a new, four-lane highway te be called
the Southern Parkway. It will connect Hurricane, on state Route 9, to
Interstate 15 at & new interchange to be built two miles north of the
Arizona state line.

Work on the parkway project 1s expected to begin in the spring, using $28
million in federal highway funds.

Bulloch said the parkway is the first of three different sections that will
eventually surround St. George with a 50-mile, four-lane belt route offering
access on and off I-15 to the Washington County cities of Hurricane,
Washington, Ivins and Santa Clara.

Other roads are also in the planning stages at the city.






