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Tom Fagerstrom, Noise Programs Community Specialist 
Karen Kalanick, Part 150 Project Team 
Stan Shepherd, Part 150 Project Manager  
Kym Sulman, Asst. to the Director of Community Development 
 
Consulting Team  
Rob Adams, Landrum & Brown, Consultant Project Manager 
Vince Mestre, Landrum & Brown, Noise Specialist 
Margaret Norton-Arnold, Norton-Arnold & Company, Facilitator 
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Overview 
The focus of this meeting was on the Part 150 noise measurement program, noise 
contours, and the forecast of aviation activity. The project team also asked for 
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feedback from the committee on the best way to prepare for, and present 
information at, the upcoming October 27 public workshop.   
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Review of 2009 Existing Noise Contours; Aviation Forecast; 
Draft 2015 Baseline Noise Contours 
Vince presented information on the noise modeling and monitoring program, as 
well as the revised noise contours at Sea-Tac Airport. He provided members with a 
copy of the draft “Noise Measurement Report.” Copies of the presentation were 
distributed at the meeting and can be found on the project website at 
www.airportsites.net/SEA-part150.    
 
The actual 65 DNL contour for the airport in 2009 was smaller than what was 
projected for 2010 in the 2002 Part 150 Study. This reduction is primarily due to two 
factors: quieter airplanes in the fleet mix, and significantly fewer operations than 
originally anticipated.   
 
Rob reviewed the forecast of aviation activity at Sea-Tac Airport. Airport operations 
have dropped substantially in the past few years and there has been an overall 
decline since September 11, 2001, and are expected to remain depressed for several 
more years. They are then expected to grow modestly each year up to 2021. The 
forecast has been approved by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).    
 
Committee members had several pieces of advice, and some questions, for the 
Landrum & Brown team and Port staff:   
 
 To provide context to the public, show the aviation activity forecast that was 

originally predicted, and then clearly demonstrate why it is different now. 
There has been some shrinking, and the fleet mix has improved.  

 
 As a guide, you might take a look at how Paine Field modeled their 

information for the public.  
 
 Understand that in the public’s mind we have “before third runway” and 

“after third runway.” You need to clearly demonstrate that the noise contour 
has been generous all this time. The community expectation is that the noise 
mitigation program will increase because of the third runway, but in fact that 
program is already generous. Highlight the link between the forecasts, the 
noise modeling, and the way in which the noise mitigation program is then 
developed.  

 
Q: Have all of the homes inside the 65 DNL been sound insulated? If not, they 
should.  
A: We are in the process of narrowing that number down. Most of the eligible 
homes have received insulation and new windows. We are trying to identify any that 
were previously not eligible that might be eligible now. There are still a few hundred 
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homes that didn’t want the mitigation for whatever reason. We’ll look at those 
homes again, because they are still eligible. 
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Q: I know apartments were initially excluded, and I’m concerned about the 
environmental justice issues around that. For many low income families, apartments 
are the only thing they can afford.   
A: Yes, we the Port are aware of that issue and we are looking into the insulation of 
apartments as something we might do related to this Part 150 process.  
 

Temporary Noise Measurement Program 
Vince reported that data gathering from the 11 temporary noise monitoring sites is 
now complete. There are two additional sites on Vashon Island where the data is 
not quite in, but is expected to be finalized by this afternoon. All of the temporary 
noise monitoring sites were selected based on public input.   
 
Vince explained how the noise monitoring data is used and provided charts that 
showed, by monitoring station, what the noise levels are – separated by aircraft noise 
and ambient noise (background noise such as traffic, lawn mowers, dogs barking, 
etc.)  
 
A member asked if any of the temporary sites were in locations where previous 
monitoring was done. Vince said he would look into that; especially if any previous 
monitoring was conducted in locations west of the 3rd runway.  
 
Another member wondered if there had been any “surprises” from the data, and 
Vince replied that there were “no big surprises;” the monitoring sites adjacent to the 
3rd runway supported previous assumptions.   
 
Members again offered advice to the team:  
 If we’re comparing the old noise contour and the future contour -- make sure 

the public understands what is included in developing the contour.  
 
 For the King County Airport noise monitoring program, we show the public 

what the ambient noise levels are for their neighborhood, especially 
Georgetown.  The ambient noise levels very often exceed airplane noise. 

 
 Make sure the public understands that you don’t “add up” the ambient noise 

level and the aircraft noise level – they remain separate and you just use them 
for comparison purposes.  

 
Vince and Rob asked that the committee to review the Noise Measurement Report 
and to get comments back to them by Friday, October 1.  
 
Again, the committee offered advice:  
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 You should point out the major conclusions of the report. It’s not easy to 
draw conclusions unless those are pointed out; so make it easy for the public 
to understand your major findings.  

 
 The Regional Commission on Airport Affairs recently released a report that 

highlights information from a number of different resources. You should 
read that and be ready to respond to the questions raised.  

Runway Use Plan   
A Runway Use Plan is being developed for all the runways. Although FAA air 
traffic controllers have to be able to deviate from the plan whenever safety or other 
conditions demand it, the plan should help the public understand how, in general, 
the runways will be used. It could help to manage public expectations.   
 
Committee members offered their recommendations:  
 
 You need to present the information in a very simple way. Make it really easy 

to understand.   
 
 Be careful that you don’t label this plan as a definitive action of “what you 

will do.” It should be called “guidelines” or something similar, so the public 
understands there are likely to be deviations from the plan as necessary.  

 
 Ron Fincher, representing FAA air traffic controllers, said it would be 

difficult for controllers to always follow a plan: The plan is a general 
reflection of what does occur on a daily basis. But when people are upset, 
they are always going to look for the anomalies. And those are always going 
to occur depending on weather, air traffic conditions, and other factors.  

 
 It’s important to make sure people understand that the Port of Seattle is not 

in ultimate control over how the 3rd runway, or the airport in general, is used. 
That is up to the FAA. This needs to be clear to the public.  

 
 It will be great to have the Runway Use Plan. Give the public an honest, real-

time look at what takes place on the third runway.  
 
 Understand that people will be bothered by noise regardless of the situation. 

No matter how simple you make the information, people will complain. Do 
your best, but don’t think it’s going to change the minds of those who are 
unhappy because of airport noise.  
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Update on Public Outreach Efforts 
Rob talked about the upcoming public workshop on October 27, and described the 
tentative agenda, which would include a discussion of possible noise remedy 
measures, ranging from a “hush house” to sales assistance for those homeowners 
hoping to move out of the area.   
 
The Port is in the process of hiring interpretive services for Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Somali, and Cambodian languages.  Print materials will be translated into these 
different languages.   
 
More advice from the Technical Review Committee:  
 
 Summarize the noise remedy ideas that were suggested early on, and put 

“bookends” on those that are really possible through the Part 150 process. Be 
realistic about what can actually be accomplished.  

 
 If you are going to consider a hush house, be sure to discuss it with the 

airlines first; that is a major investment you will be asking the airlines to pay 
for.  

 
 There are a number of characteristics of those minority populations that 

don’t lend well to outreach efforts. Some work seven days a week, or only 
have cell phones. Door-to-door outreach is helpful. Also, you need to go to 
their meetings instead of always asking them to come to your meetings. This 
is going one step further, and it can make a big difference.  

 
 Highline Community College, the City of Seattle, and Seattle/King County 

Public Health Departments are good resources for additional translation 
contacts.  

 
Fifteen people attended the Technical Noise Workshop that was held after the last 
TRC meeting, and the workshop ran for about 1 ½ hours.  The attendees really 
seemed to appreciate the opportunity, and the audio of the workshop is available on 
the website.   
 
Landrum & Brown is collecting zoning data. Committee members who represent 
the cities are asked to provide your most recent zoning data in GIS format. Rob will 
send out a reminder email about this.  
 
On September 22, Rob presented information about the Part 150 to the Highline 
Forum. This has been an ongoing part of the public involvement process.  
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Technical Review Committee members are encouraged to attend the October 27 
public workshop at Mount Rainier High School, 6:30 p.m. 
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